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LESSON ONE 
 

GOOD MANNERS 

 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) explained the most important 

objective of his mission in these words: - 

 

"Indeed I have been sent only to perfect good manners." 

 

In fact the whole religion is based on good manners; Islam in 

all its ramification (i.e. worship, dealing, jurisprudence and other 

laws) is concentrated in good manners. 

 

As we have explained in Book One, good manners is an 

essential part of Islam. This part includes those deeds that are liked 

in Islam and those that are disliked. 

 

In the following lessons we shall show some of those deeds 

that are obligatory to every Muslim and those that are optional. 
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LESSON TWO 
 

OBLIGATORY ACTS 

 

(1) To Do Good Deeds with Sincerity and honesty: The Holy 

Prophet (s.a.w.) has said: "Indeed, all deeds depend upon their 

intentions." 

 

(2) Depending Upon God: God had declared: "................... and 

upon God you should rely if you are true believers" (65:3). 

 

(3) To Do Justice (To Refrain From Oppression) The Holy Prophet 

(s.a.w.) has stated: "One's faith cannot be perfected until one 

has three qualities: to help others even when he himself is in 

need; equality and justice between himself and his fellow 

beings, greeting much with salam." 

 

(4) To Do Good To Both Parents 

God has ordered: "And God has ordered that you should not 

worship anyone but Him alone, and to do good to parents. If 

one of them attains old age before your eyes, or both, do not 

utter even "Fie"; nor must you be angry with them; and speak 

to them with utmost respect. Lower your wing of humility with 

kindness to them and say, 'My Lord! Have Mercy on them (My 

parents) as they nursed me in my childhood." (17:23-24) 

 

(5) To Look After One's Blood Relations: 

God has enjoined: ".......... and fear God, in Whose name you 

importune one another, and (be mindful) of kinship; Verily 

God is watchful over you." (4:1) 

 

(6) To Help Each Other In Good Deeds: 

God has ordered: "......... and help one another in righteousness 

and piety, and help not one another in sin and aggression." 

(5:2) 
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(7) To Reconcile People: 

God has declared: "So fear God and set aright matters between 

yourselves and obey God and His Apostle if you are believers." 

(8:2) "Indeed, the believers are but brethren, so make peace 

among the brethren and fear (the wrath of) God that you be 

blessed with mercy." (49:10) 

 

(8) Truth: 

God has stated: ".......... God certainly knows those who are 

truthful and He certainly knows those that are liars." (29:3) 

God has ordered us to "be always with the truthful ones." 

(9:119) 
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LESSON THREE 
 

GOOD DEEDS (i) 

 

(1) Cultivating Good Habits: 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has said: "Indeed! amongst the 

believers the one who has perfected his faith is one who has 

good habits." 

 

(2) Acquiring Knowledge: 

God has declared that "Verily only those of His servants fear 

God. who are endued with knowledge." (35:28) 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has stated: "One seeking knowledge 

(a student) is loved by God, by the angels, by the Prophets and 

only a good person will like religious knowledge." 

 

(3) Bravery 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has said: "It does not befit a man of 

faith to be a miser or a coward In the Qur'an, God praises the 

people of faith thus: 

"Muhammad is the Apostle of God and those who are with him 

are vehement against the infidels." (48:29) 

 

(4) Humility: 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has said: "Indeed, humility exalts a 

man's position with God. 

 

Thus, be humble and God will shower you with mercy." 

 

(5) Mercy and Gentleness: 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has stated: "The erudition of a man 

of faith is mixed with politeness for education without 

politeness is useless." 

 

(6) To Deal Well with People: 
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Imam Jafer As-Sadiq (a.s.) has declared, "A Muslim is a 

brother to a Muslim and does not oppress, deceive, abandon, 

backbite, betray or deprive him." 

 

(7) Generosity: 

God has declared: ".......... As for him who gives (alms) and 

guards (himself against evil) and believes in the Best (of all 

religions, Islam), We will smoothen for him then the path unto 

bliss." (92:5-7) 

The Prophet (s.a.w.) has said, "A generous person is a friend to 

God, and a miser an enemy of God." 

 

(8) Leading a Moral Life: 

(Controlling One's urges, especially sexual): The Prophet 

(s.a.w.) has declared: "Whosoever protects his stomach from 

eating the unlawful, his sexual organs from doing what is 

unlawful act, and his tongue from saying what is forbidden, has 

guarded himself well and his place is in Paradise." 

 

(9) Helping the Weak: 

God has said, "And in their property was a share due to the 

beggar and the destitute.” (51:19) 
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LESSON FOUR 
 

GOOD DEEDS (ii) 

 

(10) To Salute Aloud: 

Greeting aloud means raising one's voice sufficiently to be 

heard and not silently that one be said not to have uttered the 

greetings. 

 

(11) Patience: 

God has said, ".......... and give glad tidings to the patient ones 

who, when misfortune befalls them, say, 'Verily we are God's 

and verily to Him we shall return'. Those are the ones upon 

whom are the blessings from their Lord and (His) Mercy; and 

they are the ones that are (rightly) guided. (2:156-157) Also 

He has said: ".......... Verily the patient ones will be paid their 

recompense without any account." (39:10) 

 

(12) To Entertain: 

Feeding people causes mercy to be showered upon one and 

the removal of calamities. The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has 

stated: "Any guest who comes to a place brings his 

sustenance with him from the heavens, and when he eats food 

God forgives his hosts." 

 

(13) Forgiveness: 

God has declared: ".......... and if you forgive, overlook and 

cover up (their ills) then verily God is Oft-Forgiving, The 

Most Merciful." (64:14) 

 

(14) Fulfilling People's Needs: 

The Holy Prophet has declared: "Whoever fulfills the needs 

of his Muslim brother, is akin to one who has worshipped 

God his whole lifetime." 

 

Presented by www.ziaraat.com



 11 

(15) Equity: 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has stated: "Whatever one likes for 

oneself, he must like for others. Do justice amongst your 

wives if you have more than one and do not favour any one 

of them particularly." God has declared: "The (way to) blame 

is against those who do injustice unto the people and 

transgress in the earth unjustly; these, for them shall be a 

painful chastisement." (42:42) 

 

(16) Fearing God: 

Fear God and abstain from all evil. The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) 

has said: "A few Deeds with fear of God are better than many 

deeds without fear of God. 

 

(17) Cleanliness: 

The Holy Prophet has declared: "Cleanliness and purity is part of 

faith." Imam Ali Ridha (a.s.) has said: "To be pure and clean 

is amongst the habits of the Prophets." 

 

(18) Modesty: 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has said: "Modesty (a sense of 

shame) is part of faith." Whosoever is without shame (doing 

as he pleases) is not a Muslim. 

 

(19) Marriage: 

Marriage is in the tradition of the Prophet (s.a.w.). The Holy 

Prophet has declared: "He who gets married has already 

safeguarded half of his faith; so he should remain on guard 

about the other half by fearing God." 

 

(20) Cheerfulness: 

God has said: "Thus it is a mercy of God that you are lenient 

unto them. Had you been severe and hard-hearted they surely 

would have dispersed away from you." (3:158) 

 

(21) Respecting Others: 
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The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has stated: "Respect the elders for 

their age; treat the young with kindness and love, and your 

equals as you would like to be treated." 

 

(22) Thanking God: 

God  has  declared:   ".........   and  he  who  is grateful, verily 

he is grateful for his own self, and whoever is ungrateful, 

then verily My Lord is Self-Sufficient and Bounteous." 

(27:40) God has stated, "What has God to do to torment you, 

if you are grateful and you believe? While God is the 

Appreciator (of worth) and all-Knowing." (4:147) 

 

God has declared: "If you are grateful I will increase (My 

favours) unto you, and if you be ungrateful, Verily My 

torment is indeed severe.” (14:7) 
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LESSON  FIVE 
 

FORBIDDEN ACTS (i) 

 

(1) Rebelling Against and Disobeying Parents: 

In Hadith Qudsi, God has said: "I swear by my Honour and by 

my Omnipotence that anyone who does not obey his parents 

even if he comes with the deeds of the Prophets in front of me, 

I will never accept them." 

 

(2) Fornication/Adultery: 

God has warned: "And do not approach fornication (and 

adultery). Verily, it is a shameful act and an evil way (opening 

to many other evils)" (17:32) 

 

(3) Sodomy: 

God has declared: "Verily ye come to men in lust instead of 

women; nay, ye are a transgressor people." (7:81) 

 

"And whosoever disobeys God and His Apostle and 

transgresses His limits, he will be thrown into Hell-Fire to 

abide therein and for him shall be a shameful torment." (4:14) 

 

(4) Lesbianesim: 

The ruling for this is like that of sodomy and it is one of those 

acts that have been severely condemned by God and His 

Prophets. 

 

A tribe "As-habur-Ras" was exterminated (by punishment from 

Allah) for this abnormality, just as the people of Sodom were 

exterminated because of Sodomy. 

 

(5) Drinking Liquor: 

God has declared: "O you who believe! Verily, intoxicants and 

games of chance (dedications of) stones (i.e. idols) and 

(divination by) arrows, are only an abomination of Satan's 
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handiwork, so stay away from it so that you may be suc-

cessful." (5:90) 

 

(6) Gambling: 

It is as bad as drinking liquor. God has joined it with drinking 

in the verse of the Qur'an quoted in No. 5 above (i.e. 5:90). 

 

(7) Eating dead flesh and Swine and other forbidden Animals: 

God has stated: "Verily, verily He has but prohibited that 

which dies of itself and blood and the swineflesh and whatever 

has other than God's name invoked." (2:173) 

 

(8) Devouring Other People's Property: 

God has warned: "O you believers! devour not each other's 

property among yourselves unlawfully except that be trading 

by mutual consent." (4:29) 

 

(9) Bribery: 

God has declared: "You will see many of them vying with sin 

and exceeding the limits, and their eating what is foul; certainly 

evil is what they have been doing." (5:62) 

 

Hazrat Imam Ali (a.s.) has said, “God has cursed one who 

takes bribe, one who gives bribe and one who causes bribe to 

be given.” 
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LESSON SIX 
 

FORBIDDEN ACTS (ii) 
 

(10) Foresaking Duties: 

Here duty means duty towards God, towards the Prophet 

(s.a.w.) and of Muslims towards one another. To miss any one 

of these is a sin. 

 

(11) Stealing: 

Stealing is a universal sin. God has declared: “As for the man 

who steals and the woman who steals, cut off their (right) 

hands; as a recompense for what they (two) have earned, as an 

examplary punishment from God." (5:38) 

 

(12) Pimping and helping in adultry of One's wife: The Holy 

Prophet (s.a.w.) has said, "A DAY-YUS' will neither enter 

heaven nor smell its scent." He was asked what is a DAY-

YUS? He replied, "It is that husband who very well knows 

(and feels no shame) that his wife sleeps with others." 

 

(13) Lying: 

Lying is forbidden and is a great sin. Imam Mohammed al-

Baquir (a.s.) has said, "Indeed, God has put locks upon every 

evil and the key to these locks is drinking; and lying is worse 

than drinking." 

 

(14) Backbiting and Creating Discord: 

God has stated: ".......... and let not some of you backbite the 

others; What! would one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead 

brother?" (49:12) 
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(15) Usury: 

God has warned: 'Those who take interest .......... they say, 

'trade is only like (earning) interest', whereas God has decreed 

trade lawful and has forbidden interest." (2:275) 

 

(16) Murder: 

God has stated: "And whosoever kills a believer intentionally, 

his recompense shall be Hell, he shall abide therein and God's 

wrath shall be on him and His curse; and (there) is prepared for 

him a great torment." (4:93) 

 

(17) Embezzlement: 

"God has declared: "Verily God does not love those who 

embezzle." (8:58) "Verily God doth ward off (the mischief of 

infidels) from those who believe: Verily, God loveth not any of 

the unfaithful, ungrateful (ones)." (22:38)  

 

(18) Oppression: 

God has warned: "And do not think God to be heedless of what 

the unjust ones do. He only respites them to a day when the 

eyes shall be fixed upon (Staring up with terror)." (14:42) 
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LESSON SEVEN 
 

FORBIDDEN ACTS (iii) 
 

(19) Extravagance: 

God has said: ".......... eat and drink and commit not excesses; 

verily He (God) does not love extravagants." (7:31) 

 

(20) Snobbery: 

God has declared: "O, you who believe! let not men laugh at 

(other) men to (scorn) who perhaps may be better than them; 

nor let women laugh at other women who perhaps may be 

better than these......" (49:11) 

 

(21) Annoying People: 

God has warned: "And those who annoy believing men and 

believing women without their having earned it, indeed they 

bear the guilt of slander and a manifest sin." (33:58) The 

Prophet has declared: "A Muslim is he from whose hands and 

tongue Muslims are safe." 

 

(22) Betraying Secrets: 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has said: "The conversation between 

two people is a trust; so if you betray it you are not 

trustworthy." So to betray one's secret is a big sin. A secret can 

be person's shortcoming or any other matter, but it is after all a 

secret. 

 

(23) Hoarding: 

Hoarding of food (needed by people) with intention of selling it 

at higher price is a great sin. There is a tradition of the Holy 

Prophet (s.a.w.) stating, "a hoarder of food is one who is cursed 

by God." 

 

(24) Looking at Forbidden Women: 
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The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has explained: "A look is an arrow 

from the arrows of Satan. One who refrains from looking for 

fear of God, he will be filled with faith (Iman) whose taste he 

will feel in his heart/' God has enjoined in the Qur'an: 

 

"Say unto believing men that they should cast their eyes down 

(and not look at what is forbidden) ........ And say unto 

believing women to cast down their eyes and guard their 

Private Parts." (24:30) 

 

(25) Attending Dance and Cinema: 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has forbidden us to attend any place 

where evil is being performed and where what is forbidden 

takes place. In the cinema one is subjected to music and 

obscene words and deeds; and these are forbidden in Islam as 

has been explained in this book. 

 

(26) Singing and Listening to Music: 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has said: "One who plays a 'musical 

instrument' will rise in the Day of Judgement with a dark face 

and will have a guitar of fire in his hands. Above him will be 

70,000 angels of punishment each carrying a sickle and beating 

him on the head and face with it. Anyone who sings will rise 

blind, deaf and dumb. Likewise the fornicator. The same fate 

will befall those who play a pipe and the tambourine.” 
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LESSON EIGHT 
 

FORBIDDEN ACTS (iv) 
 

(27) Masturbation: 

Masturbation is forbidden and is a sin. It brings a lot of harm to 

one's physique. 

 

(28) Breach of Promise: 

One of the signs of faith according to the Prophet: "One who 

when gives promise fulfills it. Whoever does not fulfil his 

promise is not of the faith." 

 

(29) Wearing of Golden ring and Ornaments by men: It is 

forbidden for a man to wear any golden ornament even if it is 

mixed with other metals. 

 

(30) Cheating: 

It is forbidden to hide the defect of a thing one sells to another 

person. 

 

(31) Adulterating: 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) stated: "Whoever adulterates a thing 

and sells it to his Muslim brother is not of us." 

 

(32) Spying In Other People's Affairs: 

God has said in the Qur'an: "O you who believe! avoid 

suspicion, for verily suspicion (in) some (cases) is a sin, and do 

not spy." (49:12) 

 

(33) Abusing and Recriminations: 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has said: "It is a vice to abuse or 

accuse another believer." 

 

(34) Indecent Dressing by Women: 
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Wearing indecent dress which shows the parts of the body has 

become very common nowadays. But it is strictly forbidden in 

Islam. God has stated, "And stay in your abodes and do not 

display your finery like the display of the ignorance of the 

past." (33:33) 

 

(35) To Help the Oppressor: 

God  has  declared:   "..........   and  help  (one 

another) in righteousness and piety, and do not help (one another) 

in sin and aggression." (5:2) 

 

God has said: "And think not God to be heedless of what the 

unjust ones do. He only respiteth them to a day when the eyes 

shall be fixed open (staring up with terror)." (14:42) 

 

(36) To Rule Against Islamic Laws: 

God has stated: ".......... and whoever does not judge by what 

God has sent down, those are the infidels." (5:44) 

"And whosoever does not judge by the Rules God has sent 

down, these then are the transgressors." (5:47) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presented by www.ziaraat.com



 21 

LESSON NINE 
 

BAD HABITS (i) 

 

(1) Bad Manners: 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has stated: "Bad manners spoil the 

(good) deeds of a person in the same way as vinegar spoils 

honey." 

 

(2) Niggardliness: 

God has declared: "And let not those who are niggardly in 

giving what God has granted them of His Grace reckon it is 

good for them; That which they have been niggardly of, shall 

shortly be clung to their necks on the Day of Resurrection." 

(13:179) 

 

(3) Envy: 

God has stated: "And do not covet that by which God has 

raised some of you above others; for men shall have of what 

they earn and women shall have of what they earn, and ask 

God of His Grace; Verily God is (very well) in the Know of all 

things." (4:32) God has said: "Or do they envy the people for 

what God has given them of His grace." (4:54) The Holy 

Prophet (s.a.w.) has said: "Envy devours goodness like 

firewood is consumed by fire." 

 

(4) Cowardice: 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has said: "It does not become a 

believer to be niggardly or cowardly." But to fear God and 

leave off sins is the sign of a good man. 

 

(5) Lack of Courage: 

A person lacking in moral force and enterprise is amongst the 

bad ones, so is the one whose energies are directed towards evil 

ways. One must keep away from such ways. 
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(6) Treachery And Enmity: 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has said: "Anyone who has even a 

little tendency of cheating and vengefulness in his heart will be 

resurrected by God with people of the Times of Ignorance" (i.e. 

the Non-believers before the advent of Islam). 

 

(7) Vengeance: 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has declared: "I swear in the name of 

Him who has my life in His hands, there are three things that 

are most holy: one's wealth is never decreased by giving alms 

(so, do give alms), one never will regret who has forgiven him 

(for the sake of God) who has oppressed him, (because Allah 

will elevate his status on the Day of Judgement); and whoever 

begins to beg, God opens the doors of poverty for him." God 

has stated: "If you do good openly or conceal it, or pardon an 

evil, then verily, God is Oft-Forgiving, Powerful." (4:149) 

 

8. Complaining When In Distress: 

This is a most undesirable trait and its opposite is Patience and 

Forebearance. God rewards patience. 
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LESSON  TEN 
 

BAD HABITS (ii) 
 

(9) Boasting: 

On the day the Prophet captured Mecca he stood before the 

people and proclaimed: "O you People! God has removed from 

you the empty boast and pride of pedigree of the Times of 

Ignorance; Indeed, you are all from Adam and Adam issued 

forth from dust. The Best of you is the one who most fears 

God." 

 

(10) Love of Leadeship, Honour and Wealth: 

God has declared: "That abode in the hereafter, We assign it 

for those who intend not to exult themselves in the earth, nor 

(to make) mischief (therein); and the end is (best) for the pious 

ones. 

 

Whosoever desireth life of this world and its pomp, We shall 

pay them (the recompense for) their deeds therein, they shall 

suffer not any loss. These are they for whom there is nothing in 

the hereafter but (the Hell) fire, and vain shall be (all) that they 

wrought in it, and vain shall be what they were doing." (11:15-

16) 

 

(11) Greed: 

It is a good sign to be "greedy" in doing good deeds, but to be 

greedy of food and in accumulating wealth is undesirable. The 

Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has said: "Two greedy persons are never 

satiated; those greedy of acquiring knowledge and those greedy 

of accumulating wealth." 

 

(12) Haste: 

There is a proverb that goes: "Haste is Waste." The Holy 

Prophet (s.a.w.) has explained: "Haste is from Satan and 

patience from God." 
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(13) Laziness: 

Laziness is a very bad habit. A lazy person always misses 

many a good thing and is always in trouble. God has declared: 

"And that there is naught for man but what he has striven for." 

(53:39) 

 

(14) Blabbering: 

God has stated: "He does not pronounce a word but unto him is 

a watcher ready (to record it)." (50:18) 

 

(15)  Vain Talks: 

In the Qur'an it is stated by God in connection with the Day of 

Judgement that when the sinners will be asked: "What has 

brought you into Hell?" They will say we were not of those 

who offered the regular prayers (to God) and we used not to 

feed the poor and we used to talk vanities with vain talkers." 

(74:42-45) 

 

16 Self-Humiliation: 

One who belittles himself is ridiculed and lacks courage. Imam 

Jaafer-as-Sadiq (a.s.) has explained, “Indeed, God has left to a 

believer all his dealings except to belittle himself for hasn’t it 

been stated in the Qur’an, ‘But for God is all honour and for 

His Apostle and for the believers, but the hypocrites know (it) 

not.’” (63:8) 
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LESSON ELEVEN 
 

BAD HABITS (iii) 

 

(17) Pride: 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has said: "Whoever harbours even a 

grain of pride in his heart will not enter Heaven." Prophet 

Moses (a.s.) declared: "Verily I take refuge with my Lord and 

your Lord from every arrogant one who does not believe in the 

Day of Reckoning." (40:27) 

 

(18) Forgetfulness: 

Forgetfulness is a bad habit and can bring harm to one and 

many others. In the Qur'an, God has warned those who are 

forgetful: "Indeed We have created for hell many of the jinns 

and the men; They have hearts (but) they understand not with 

it; and they have eyes (but) they see not with it; and they have 

ears (but) they hear not with it; they are like cattle, nay more 

astray; These are they the headless ones." (7:179) 

 

(19) Rudeness: 

A person always faces difficulties for he heeds not what he 

says, nor does he bother about whom he insults and this 

produces grave results. 

 

(20) Doubtfulness: 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has said: "Doubtfulness ensues from 

Satan." In the Qur'an God has declared: "Say I seek refuge 

from the evil of the slinking whisperer, who whispers into the 

breasts (hearts) of the people." (114:4-5) 

 

(21) Uncleanliness: 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has stated: "Don't remain unclean 

but you must be clean for cleanliness is part of faith." An 

English saying aptly goes: "Cleanliness is next to Godliness." 
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(22) Cruelty: 

God in His conversation with Prophet Musa (a.s.) told him: 

"Whoever is hard-hearted (cruel) is away from me." 

 

(23) Deceitfulness and Cunning: 

God has declared: ".......... and the life of this world is not but a 

provision of vanity." (3:185) ".......... verily the promise of God 

is true, so let not the life of the world beguile you; nor let the 

deceiver (Satan) deceive you concerning God." (31:33) 

 

(24) Injurying (Other's Feelings): 

"A   kind  word  and  pardon  is  better than charity that is 

followed by injury, and verily God is Self Sufficient, the Most 

Forbearing." (2:263) 

 

"O you who believe! render not your charities worthless by 

(reminding) obligation and injury (laid on them)." (2:264) 
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LESSON TWELVE 
 

MANNERS OF GREETING - (SALAAM) 
 

Islamic teachings require its followers to maintain goodwill, 

brotherhood, love, asking after one another's health, helping one 

another and to remove all evil amongst them. 

 

We shall explain what Islamic Sheriat has taught about good 

manners, to greet one another to create love. Whoever greets his 

fellow breaks his own pride (Pride is a bad habit which leads one 

to Hell). Whoever replies to a greeting exalts him and considers 

him better than himself and both are amply rewarded. Our Prophet 

Muhammad (s.a.w.) has explained :- 

 

"MAA AHDAL MUSLIMU LI-AKHIYHI HADIYYA-TAN 

AFDHALA-MIN KALIMATI HIKMATIN TAZIY-DUHUU 

HUDAN WATARUDDUHUU AN RADAA."  

 

'There is no better gift a Muslim can present to his brother 

than wise words which will give him some more guidance 

and stop him from going astray". 

 

We must cultivate the habit of greeting each other and 

shaking hands (in Islamic way) and enquiring after each other's 

health as has been stated by our Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.) thus:- 

 

"AWLAN-NAASI BIL-LAAHI TA-AALA WABIRA-

SUULIHI MAN BADA-A BIS-SA-LAAMI." 

 

(He who takes the initiative to greet is better in the 

consideration of God and His Prophet). According to an 

authentic tradition, our Prophet Muhammad  (s.a.w.)  guided  

his   companions  to possess the following seven qualities:- 

 

1. To visit the sick 
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2. To join in the funeral procession (Tashyiy-ul-Janazah). 

3. Whoever swears to affirm his words, they be accepted. 

4. Whoever sneezes, he be prayed for. 

5. To rescue and help the oppressed. 

6. To greet whomsoever one meets 

7. To accept an invitation (except that which is unlawful). 

 

Another authentic tradition has it that our Prophet 

Muhammad (s.a.w.) stated that in Paradise there are transparent 

houses which will be awarded to those of his followers who 

possess the following qualities:- 

 

1. One who converses with people respectfully 

2. One who entertains people to food 

3. One who offers salutations aloud 

4. One who wakes up in the thick of the night to offer prayers to 

God when everyone else is asleep. 

 

Then he added that saluting aloud has been recommended so 

that one does not become stingy in saluting his fellow Muslim. 

 

Our Sixth Imam, Hazrat Imam Jaafer-as-Sadiq (a.s.) has 

stated thus: One of the signs of humility in a Muslim is that he 

salutes aloud everyone he meets. 

 

Our Prophet, Muhammad (s.a.w.) has stated: "Do not reply to 

a person who speaks to you without first saluting you." 

 

"Whoever comes to you without saluting you do not entertain 

him to food until he salutes." 

 

"The laziest of all is one who cannot beg or supplicate from 

God." 

 

"The niggardliest of all is one who does not greet others." 
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"Anyone who leaves a gathering by bidding a salutation, if 

those that remain behind speak good things, then he is included in 

the reward and if they speak evil he won't be included amongst 

them." 

 

We have explained the traditions emanating from our Prophet 

Muhammad (s.a.w.) and Imam Jaafer-as-Sadique (a.s.) as regards 

the benefits of salutations. Now let us see what God says in the 

Qur'an:- 

 

"WAIDHAA-HUYYIYTUM BI TAHIYYATIN FA 

HAYYUU-BI-AHSANA MINHAA AU RUDDUUHAA" 

 

When you are saluted, reply in a better manner or likewise. 

For example, when you are saluted thus:- 

 

(ASSALAAMU ALAYKUM) or (SALAAMUN-

ALAIKUM) the better reply is: (ALAYKUMUS-SALAAM 

WARAH-MATUL LAAHI WA BARAKAATUH). If you 

can't reply thus then say: (ALAYKUMUS-SALAAM). 

 

Our Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.) has said thus:- 

Whoever salutes you (Assalaamu Alaykum) he will be 

rewarded ten times. Whoever salutes you (Assalaamu 

Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wabarakaatuhu) will be rewarded 

thirty times. 
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LESSON  THIRTEEN 
 

ISLAMIC MANNERS OF EATING FOOD 

 

When you eat do so with humility as befits a slave (of Allah). 

Pick up small morsels, chew well and then ingest. Don't eat food 

while it is steaming hot; nor should you blow it with the mouth. If 

you are in a hurry fan it or leave it until it has cooled. 

 

When you eat do not look at your companion to see how he 

eats. Do not eat with less than three fingers. Take a morsel from 

the plate in front of you and do not extend your hand to pick up a 

morsel from your companion's plate. 

 

Start your meal by eating a little salt and finish it likewise. 

By doing thus, you will save yourself from seventy two kinds of 

diseases amongst which are madness, leprosy, skin disease or pain 

in the throat, teeth or stomach, as is given in the tradition of the 

Prophet (s.a.w.). Eat with your right hand, start by saying Bismi-

Laah and end with Alhamdu-Lil-Laah. 

 

There is a tradition emanating from our second Imam, Hazrat 

Imam Hasan ibn Ali (a.s.), stating: "Certain manners are 

compulsory for every Muslim to know when he sits down to eat. 

Four of these are obligatory i.e. (a & b). To know and be thankful 

to God for granting you the 'rizque'; (c) To say Bismillah when you 

start eating; (d) to thank God for granting you the health to be able 

to eat that food. Four are optional (sunnat): (a) to wash hands 

before and after eating; (b) to sit leaning on the left; (c) to chew 

until the food is softened; and (d) not to look at your companion in 

the face. 

 

There is a tradition emanating from our First Imam, Hazrat 

Ali bin Abi Talib (a.s.) instructing our second Imam Al-Hasan 

(a.s.), thus: "Shall I teach you four good habits which if you adopt 
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will never necessitate your going to a doctor?" He replied in the 

affirmative. The Imam said:- 

 

"(1) Do not sit down to eat if you are not hungry 

(2) Leave off eating while you are still hungry 

(3) Chew well until the food is softened 

(4) Before going to bed make your toilet." 

 

It is recommended that when you wash your hands before 

eating, do not wipe them but let them remain wet, for by doing so, 

you are increasing the blessing in the food. When you wash your 

hands after food, it is recommended that you pass your hands over 

your eyes and face and this will save you from eye-disease. The 

following supplication (Dua) is recommended while doing this:- 

 

AL HAMDU LIL-LAA-HIL LADHI HADAA-NAA WA 

AT-AMA-NAA WA SAQAA-NAA, WA KUL-LA 

BALAA-IN SAA-LIHIN AB-LAA-NAA. 
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LESSON FOURTEEN 
 

MANNERS OF DRINKING WATER 

 

It is forbidden to eat and drink out of a pot made of gold or 

silver. 

 

When drinking water do not gulp it down at once, but sip it in 

three parts (i.e. drink, then wait a moment, then drink, then wait a 

moment and then drink). If a drinking vessel has a chip broken 

don't drink from there nor should you drink from the handle side; 

for people do not usually wash those places for fear of cutting 

themselves. During the day it is better to drink while standing and 

at night while sitting. 

 

Our Sixth Imam, Hazrat Imam Jaafar As-Sadique (a.s.) has 

said: "When a person says BIS-MIL-LAAH before drinking water 

and then after a sip says AL-HAMDU-LIL-LAAH and then drinks 

a little again by saying BIS-MIL-LAAH and after drinking says 

AL-HAMDU-LIL-LAAH, thus doing three times, the water that 

has gone in his stomach will praise God and he will get its 

reward." 

 

Do not drink a lot of water for it causes illness. Drink enough 

to satiate thirst. There is nothing better than water, for water is the 

life of everything, as God says in the Qur'an: 

 

WA JA-ALNAA MINAL MAAI KUL-LA SHAY-IN HAI 

(And We made every living thing from water). Thus water is 

life. To see a waterfall removes sorrows. 

 

TO   GIVE   WATER   IS   BEST   FORM   OF CHARITY 

 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has said: 'The best aim is giving 

water to a thirsty person." The first person to be rewarded on the 

Day of Judgement will be the one who offered water to drink. 
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Our Sixth Imam, Hazrat Imam Jaafer Sadique (a.s.) has said: 

"Whoever gives water to a thirsty man where there is water, the 

reward of his act is equivalent to freeing one slave; and one who 

gives water to a thirsty man where there is no water, the reward is 

akin to giving life to one person, and one who gives life to one 

person it is like giving life to all people." 

 

A companion of our Sixth Imam, Daud Riqqui relates that he 

was with the Imam when he ordered water. After he had taken 

water the Imam began crying and then said:- 

 

"O Daud, May God curse all who martyred Imam Husain bin 

Ali (a.s.). How the memory of Husain arouses sorrow. 

Whenever I drink cool water I remember my grandfather 

Imam Husain (a.s.); and whoever recalls the thirst of Imam 

Husain (a.s.) when drinking cool water and to curse all those 

who concluded in martyring Imam Husain (a.s.), gets one 

hundred thousand rewards and his one hundred thousand sins 

are forgiven, and his position is exalted one hundred 

thousand times in Paradise and God will resurrect him with a 

bright face." 

 

So when you finish drinking water say thus: 

 

"SWALAWATUL-LAAHI ALAL HUSAINI WA AHLI 

BAY-TIHI WA AS-HAA-BIH, WA LAANA-TUL-LAAHI 

ALAA QATA-LATIL HUSAINI WA AADAA-IH." 
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LESSON FIFTEEN 
 

MANNERS OF DRESS AND DRESSING: 

 

How to Wear and Take Off Dresses: 

 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has declared: "It does not become 

a man to stay naked at any time of the day or night." 

 

Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) has said: "When a man is naked 

he is easily tempted and this is what the Satan wants in order to 

lead him astray. When one sits among people it is undesirable to 

remove clothing from the thighs for this shows lack of manners. 

When you take off your clothes say Bismillah and if you don't, the 

Djinns wear those clothes until the next morning." 

 

Imam Musa al-Kadhim (a.s.) was asked as to what he thought 

about one who has clothes enough to become a luxury; He replied 

that even if he had twenty pairs of clothes, they are not a luxury 

provided he uses them all. 

 

Amirul Mumeenin Ali (a.s.) has stated, "Clean clothes 

remove sorrow and cause one's prayers to be acceptable for the 

cleanliness." 

 

Imam Jaafer As-Sadique (a.s.) has said: "A man is saved 

from becoming proud if he puts patches in his clothes, mends his 

shoes and carries the food for home consumption himself." 

 

Neatness and Manners of Dressing 

 

It is obligatory upon everyone to dress neatly and well, 

according to his means. If he has limited means he should not be 

pre-occupied in pursuing neatness beyond his lawful means, 

because it will spoil his worship. 
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If God has given you the means, then use it in dressing well 

and neatly. It is not a sign of piety to put on torn and dirty dresses 

if you have the means. 

 

God is happy with the creature that shows His Blessings by 

dressing well according to his means. 
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LESSON SIXTEEN 
 

MANNERS OF SLEEPING 

 

When to Sleep 

 

It is abominable to sleep between the break of dawn and 

sunrise, between the prayers of Maghrib (Dusk) and Isha (night), 

and after Asr prayers. During hot season, it is recommended to 

sleep before the Noon prayers and between (Noon) Dhohr and Asr 

(Afternoon) prayers. 

 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has declared, 'The earth complains 

to God about three things: (a) when innocent blood is being spilt 

on it; (b) when water falls on it from an adulterer/fornicator's body 

when bathing on it and (c) when one sleeps during sunrise." 

 

There is a tradition from Imam Jaafer-as-Sadique (a.s.): 

''Sleeping at dawn is harmful, for it stops sustenance, changes the 

colour of one's face to yellow and takes out its beauty. To sleep 

then is bad for at that time the Bani Israel were getting sustenance 

of 'Manna' and roasted bird and whoever slept missed it." 

 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) has said: "Any Muslim who 

continues sitting on his prayer-mat from dawn to sunrise (engaged 

in worship, prayer, remembrance of God and recitation of Qur’an 

and Dua) will be saved by God from Hell Fire.” Another tradition 

states that doing so would earn him a reward of performing a 

(Sunnat) Hajj and his sins will be forgiven. 
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ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS COURSE  

BOOK FOUR 

 

 

Student's Name ........................................................... 

 

Student's Number: IRC/................................................ 

 

 Date of Writing Answers................................................ 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

QUESTION 1: 
(a)    What was the main aim of the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.)? Give a 

hadith (tradition/Statement) to support this. 

(b)  Write down the ayat (Quranic verse) that shows that all 

Muslims are brothers to each other. 

(c)    Write down the hadith showing the importance of doing good 

to one another. 

 

QUESTION 2: 
Write down an ayat or a hadith to show the importance of the 

following:- 

(a) to deal well with both the parents 

(b) to depend upon God 

(c) Generosity 

(d) To be Educated 

(e) To have Modesty 

 

QUESTION 3: 
Show an ayat or hadith which points to the evil of the folio wing :- 

(a)    Scorn other people 

(b)    To hide essential goods in order to sell at a higher price 

(c)    To fornicate 

(d)    To drink liquor 

(e)    To lie 
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QUESTION 4: 
Narrate an ayat or a hadith to show the evil of the following:- 

(a) to take bribes 

(b) to adulterate 

(c) to steal 

(d) to create discord 

(e) to abuse and to revile 

 

QUESTION 5: 
Write down the ayat or hadith to explain the wickedness of the 

following— 

(a) Envy 

(b) To show off, bragging 

(c) Laziness 

(d) Cowardice 

(e) Pride 

 

QUESTION 6: 
(a)   Write down the manner of eating as explained by Imam Hasan 

bin Ali (a.s.) 

(b)    What would you utter before and after drinking water? 

(c)   What is the thawab (reward) of performing wudhu before 

going to bed? 

(d) Write down one hadithi to show the goodness of 

saluting/greeting a Muslim. 
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LESSON ONE 
 

Dear Reader, 

 

Do you know who is a Muslim? A Muslim is one who 

believes that there is only one God, Muhammad is His Last 

Prophet and the day of judgement. If you do believe in these, then 

you are a Muslim. 

 

However, to say only that you are a Muslim is not sufficient; 

but it is your duty to act according to the Islamic regulations so 

that you become a true Muslim and lead a happy life in this world 

and acquire greatness in the life hereafter by entering Paradise and 

enjoying the pleasure of God. 

 

Therefore, you must make every effort to act accordingly. 

 

The teachings of Islam may be divided into three parts:- 

1. Roots (Usool) of Islam 

2. Branches (Furoo) of Islam 

3. Character of Islam 

 

If a man sincerely believes in the Roots of Islam, faithfully 

follows the Branches of Islam and acquires the Character of Islam, 

then he is the best of the men in this world as well as in the life-

hereafter. 

 

ROOTS OF RELIGION (USUL-E-DEEN) 
 

The Roots of Islam are its fundamental principles, the belief 

in which is essential. These are- 

1. Unity (Oneness) of God (Tawheed) 
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2. Justice of God (AdI) 

3. Prophethood (Nubuwwat) 

4. Succession to the Prophet (Imamat) 

5. Day of Judgement (Qiyamat) 

1. UNITY OF GOD (TAWHEED) 
‘Unity of God’ is the belief that there is only One God. It 

means firm belief in the fact that everything has been created by 

God from nothing and that everything is under His control. 

Creating, Sustaining, Giving, Denying, Bestowing life, Bringing 

Death, Giving Health and Sickness are all under His Will and 

Intention. 

 

"INNAMAA AMRUHU IDHA ARADA SHAY-AN AN YAQULA 

LAHU KUN FAYAKUN (Verily. His command, when He 

intends anything, is only that He says unto it ‘Be’, and it is) 

(Qur'an, 36:82). 

 

The proof of His being is found in the heavens and what is 

therein. For example, the shining sun and the moon, the glittering 

stars and the clouds. the wind and rain. And is seen in the earth and 

what is in it; like oceans and rivers; trees and fruits: and valuable 

minerals of all kinds such as gold. silver and emaralds, and also in 

other things like creatures that fly and those that swim and the ones 

that creep or walk, in all their different forms and distinguishable 

voices, and that are similar and dissimilar; and the wonderful Man: 

with ears and tongue, his health and sickness, his happiness and 

anger and sorrow and such other things. 

 

All those prove the existence of the Lord, the Wise and All 

knowing. 

 

Thus, we believe in His Existence and worship Him, seek 

help from Him and depend upon Him, the Holy Being. And His 

name is Allah. 

 

Presented by www.ziaraat.com



 6 

ALLAH has many positive attributes which befit him and 

some of these are:- 

 

 

 

(a) Knowledge 

He knows everything: big or small, even our unspoken intentions 

and desires. Nothing is hidden from Him. 

 

(b) Power 

Allah is Powerful. That is, He has power over everything and 

every affair, such as to create, sustain, bring death, give life etc. 

etc. 

 

(c) Life 

Allah is alive from ever and will live forever. 

 

(d) Will 

Allah has His own will and discretion in all affairs. He wills only 

that which is good and constructive; and does not will anything 

which is evil and destructive. All His actions are done by His own 

will. There is no one to compel Him to do anything. 

 

(e) All-Perceiving 
Allah is All-Hearing, All-Seeing; He is everywhere. Allah sees and 

hears everything though He has neither eyes nor ears. Even our 

unspoken intentions are not hidden from Him. 

 

(f) Eternity 
Allah is Eternal, i.e., He has neither a beginning nor an end. He 

was from ever when there was nothing; then He created all things, 

and even when all these things will come to an end, He will remain 

forever. 

 

(g) Word 
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Allah is the Master of the word, i.e., He talks with his chosen 

servants like the prophets and angels. And the way of His talk is 

that He can create speech out of anything such as He did in a tree 

for Hazrat Musa (A.S.) and in the "Curtain of Light" for our Holy 

Prophet (S.A.W.). 

 

 

(h) Truth 
Allah is true in all His words and promises. This list is not 

exhaustive of God's attributes. He is the Creator, Sustainer, 

Bestower of Life, Bringer of Death, Protector, Merciful, Forgiver, 

Almighty, Holy and Compassionate. 

 

Allah is Holy and is free from every defect or need. For 

example: He has no body. He is everywhere because His power 

and knowledge are widespread. 

 

Allah has neither a colleague nor a partner in His Divinity. 

Nor is He made or composed of any matter. He cannot be divided 

even in imagination. He is not visible. He has not been seen, is not 

seen, and will never be seen either in this world or in Qiyamat, the 

day of judgement. 

 

Allah is not subject to any change nor does any transitory 

thing reaches Him. 

 

All His attributes are His Self. It means that He is All-

Knowing Ail-Powerful from ever. We, the human beings, do not 

know anything in the beginning, then we learn and become 

learned; were weak and helpless in the beginning, then became 

strong and powerful. But Allah is not like this. 

 

Allah is never dependant upon anything. Being self-

sufficient, He does not need anything. He is all-Perfect. He does 

not need to seek advice nor does He need a Minister or soldier. 
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Allah  has said: 

"Say, Allah is One: Allah the Self-Sufficient (who has no 

need, but all need Him), He did not beget nor was He 

begotten; and there is none like unto Him.” 

 

 

LESSON TWO 
 

2. JUSTICE Of GOD (ADL) 
 

Adl means that God is Just; He is neither cruel-unkind nor 

does He do anything that lacks in wisdom. Whatever He does 

endowing life, giving sustenance, or depriving anything has 

inherent benefit in it, though the benefit may not be apparent to us. 

 

For example, when a doctor treats a sickness, we know the 

patient benefits from the treatment, though we do not know how 

the treatment brings about the benefit. Thus, when we witness God 

endowing one with riches, while leaving another in poverty, or 

granting one person greatness while denying it to the other, or 

keeping one healthy while the other is stricken with disease etc., 

we have to accept that these are based on rationalism even though 

we may not be able to understand the wisdom behind them. 

 

God does no wrong or evil. Anybody who commits wrong or 

injustice does so either because he does not know that it is wrong 

(but God knows everything) or because he needs something which 

cannot be obtained without wrong-doing (but God has no need) or 

because he has been compelled by somebody-else to commit that 

wrong (but God is All-powerful and no body can compel Him to 

do anything). So it makes sense that it is impossible for God to do 

any  injustice or wrong. 

 

AN  EXAMPLE OF GOD'S JUSTICE 
It is told that once the Persian King, Kisra, was asked, "From 

whom did you learn Justice?" 
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He replied, "Because I know for sure that every man will be 

judged according to one's deeds; either bad or good." 

 

He was again asked:  "How  is that?" 

 

He replied: "One day when I was on my way to the forest, I 

saw a gazelle. I sent my dog after it and it caught the gazelle by the 

leg. But the dog did not catch the gazelle as was the practice; it bit 

and broke the gazelle's leg. 

 

Not long after, the dog went in front of the horse and was 

kicked in the leg and his leg was broken. 

 

Soon after, the horse's leg slipped into a hole and broke. 

 

Therefore, I realised that everybody's awards depend upon 

his deeds; when he does a good deed he will be rewarded well, and 

an evil deed will be punished. Hence, my good deeds". 

Dear reader, after reading these, would you ever want to commit 

evil deeds? Nay, never, Be far from evils. 

 

LESSON THREE 
 

3. PROPHETHOOD 

 

A Prophet is a man who received Revelation from Allah to 

deliver mankind from the darkness of tyranny, evil and ignorance 

and to lead them to the light of justice, truth and knowledge. 

 

Prophets may be divided into two groups:- 

(a) A ‘Rasul’ is that prophet who brought a new Sheriat (Code of 

Life). In other words, the prophets who come under this category 

are called "Ulul-Azm". 
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(b) A 'Nabi' is that prophet who did not bring any new Sheriat, but 

followed the Sheriat of a previous ' Rasul'. 

 

Thus the grade of a 'Rasul' is higher than that of a 'Nabi'. In 

all, there came 124,000 prophets from God. The first of the 

prophets was ADAM (A.S.) and the last of them was 

MUHAMMAD (S.A.W.). 

There were FIVE Ulul-Azm Prophets.- 

(a) Prophet Nuh (A.S.) (NOAH) 

(b) Prophet Ibrahim (A.S.) (ABRAHAM) 

(c) Prophet Musa (A.S.) (MOSES) 

(d) Prophet Isa (A.S.) (JESUS) 

(e) Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.)* 

 

Jews were the followers of Prophet Musa (A.S.). and 

Christians were the followers of Prophet Isa (A.S.), while the 

Muslims are the followers of Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.). 

(a) Tawrat was revealed to Hazrat Musa (A.S.) 

(b) Injil was revealed to Hazrat Isa (A.S.) 

(c) Zabur   was revealed to  Hazrat 'Dawood (A.S.) 

(d) The QUR'AN was revealed to our Holy Prophet Hazrat 

Muhammad Mustafa (S.A.W.) 

 

All previous Books were cancelled by Allah when the Quran 

was revealed. Now the Quran is the only authentic and true Book 

which is to be followed by all men. Likewise, all previous religions 

like Judaism and Christianity have been cancelled by Allah and 

now the only TRUE religion is ISLAM which will remain until the 

Day of Judgement. Thus Allah says:- 

 

"WA MAN YABTAGH1 GHAYRAL 1SLAMI DINAN FALAN 

YUQUBALA MINHU WA HUWA FIL AKHIRATI MINAL 

KHASIR1N" 

(And however will seek any religion other than Islam, it will 

not be accepted from him; and he in the life-hereafter will be 

among those who get loss). (3:85) 
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Thus Muhammad (S.A.W.) is the Last Prophet of Allah and 

Islam is the only true religion which abrogated all previous 

religions; and its Sheriat will continue until the last Day 

(Qiyamat). 

 

 

LESSON FOUR 
 

4. LIFE SKETCH OF THE PROPHET 

 

Muhammad (S.A.W.), the Son of Abdullah and Lady Amina 

Binti Wahab, was born at Mecca on Friday, 17th Rabiul-Awwal, 

570 A.D., at sunrise in the year of the Elephant, during the reign of 

the Persian King Nushirwan (who is also renown as Nushirwan the 

Just). 

 

Muhammad used to spend much of his time in the cave of 

Mount Hira outside Mecca meditating in peace and solitude. 

 

There he was visited by Jibril (the Archangel Gabriel) who 

brought to him the Qur'anic revealation: 

 

"BISMIL-LAHIR RAHMANIR RAHIM IQRAA 

BISMERABB1KAL-LADHI KHALAQ. KHA-LAQAL INSANA 

MIN ALAQ. IQRAA WA RABBUKAL AKRAM. ALLADHI 

ALLAMA BIL QALAM. ALLAMAL INSANA MA LAM YAA-

LAM 

(Read in the name of thy Lord, who created; Created man out 

of a clot of congealed blood. Read, and thy Lord is most 

Magnanimous, Who taught by pen, taught the man that which 

he knew not). (96:1-5) 

 

The   Prophet  then  spread   to   the   public   the message of 

his Lord. He proclaimed the word of Allah  in the  streets  and   in  

the  corners,  saying "AYYUHANNASU   QULU   LAILAHA    
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1LLA-LLAHU TUFL1HU". (O Ye people! Say 'There is no God 

but Allah' and you will be saved). 

 

The Meccans at that time were idolators. They ridiculed and 

jeered at him and harassed him so much that the Prophet had to 

say, "No Prophet was so much persecuted as I" 

 

At the beginning, only a handful responded lo the Prophet's 

call. The first amongst them were his wife, Khadija (A.S.) and his 

cousin, Imam Amirul Munineen Ali Ibn bin Abi Talib (May God's 

blessings Be upon them) and then others followed. 

 

The idolators intensified their persecution and the Prophet 

migrated to Medina. This Migration (Hijrat) is the beginning of the 

Islamic calender which is reckoned in years "After Hijra (A.H ) 

 

In Medina the Prophet met with immediate success and many 

were converted to Islam. Slowly but surely, Islam began to spread 

and gain strength until it spread across vast portions of the world 

bringing with it its unique unity and cultural affinity, 

overwhelming the existing cultures and systems. 

 

In Medina, the Prophet was forced to defend himself against 

attacks from idolators Jews and Christians. Yet the Prophet 

persisted in his acts of mercy, peace and gentility. His acts of 

kindness were instarumental in curbing the number of death in 

these wars and skirmishes which totalled eighty. History reveals 

that in all, only about 1,400 person (on both sides) died in all the 

wars that  were fought. 

 

Since the time when the Prophet was first ordered to 

proclaim his mission to the time of his death, the Qur'an was 

revealed to him in parts at various occurrences, until it was 

complete as a Book in a span of 23 years. 
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The Prophet (S.A.W.) used to guide the Muslims in the 

religious as well as worldly affairs; he taught them the Qur'an and 

its Wisdom, and showed them the rules of worship, social dealings, 

political affairs and all such things. 

 

The religion was perfect in all its aspects, and God's 

declaration came: "AL YAWMA AKMALTU LAKUM DINAKUM 

WA ATMAMTU ALAIKUM NEEMATI WA RADH1TU LAKUMUI 

ISLAMA DINA (Today I perfected for you your religion, and com-

pleted upon you my bounties, and was pleased with Islam as your 

Religion). (5:3) 

 

Sometime later, the Prophet became ill and departed from 

this world on 28th day of Safar A.H. Ameerul Muminin Ali ibn 

Abi Talib (A.S.) performed the funeral rites of the purificatory 

bath. Shrouding and praying on his bier and the burial. He was 

buried at Medina Munawwarah (The City of Light) where his 

grave is today. 

 

Thus ended the life of the Holy Prophet sent as "a witness 

and a bringer of good tidings, and a warner and a Summoner unto 

Allah by His Per-mission, and a lamp that giveth light" (Q.33.45-

46), and to serve but "As a mercy and blessing to mankind". 

(Q.2I:10). 

 

The Prophet was at all times a model for mankind in 

integrity, sincerity, honesty, behaviour, knowledge, politeness, 

fore-bearance, holiness, bravery, piety, greatness, sense of justice, 

humility, courage and valour. 

 

In physique, the Prophet had a well developed body and a 

perfect stature with a bright handsome and radiant face that shone 

like the full moon. 

 

The Prophet was the centre of honour and generosity, and the 

fountain head of knowledge, and a champion of equality and 
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justice. None was ever like him before nor shall there ever be one 

like him again. 

 

Such was the Prophet of Islam and his mission. His religion 

surpasses every other religion, and his Book has no parallel, for it 

is God's own revelation, the All-Wise, and the Munificient. (All-

generous). 

 

The Prophet left for the guidance of the Muslims two very 

important things: The Book of Allah and his own Family-

members. He said: “I am leaving behind among you two most 

precious things. 

(a) The Book of Allah (Quran) and 

(b) My progeny who are my family-members. 

 

So long as you hold unto them fast, you will never go astray. 

And they will not separate from each other till they come to me (on 

the Day of Judgement) near the ‘Kauthar’ in heaven. Beware how 

you deal with them after me." 

 

So  it is  necessary  upon  Muslims to  abide by these  two   

most  precious  things  in  order to be guided  rightly  in this  world 

and  in order to be awarded a place in Paradise. Along with the 

Qur’an, Muslims should also love Imams (Successors to the 

Prophet); to love those who love the Imams and to hate those who 

hate them; to follow the traditions narrated by the Imams; to learn 

and follow the true interpretation of the Qur’an from the Imams. 

 

If the Muslims had stood together by these “two most 

precious things” the Unity of Mankind, resulting into 

establishment of everlasting universal peace, would have been 

achieved. 

 

LESSON FIVE 
 

5. SUCCESSION TO THE PROPHET 
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As we know, a Prophet is chosen directly by God to carry His 

mission; so the Imam (who is the successor of the prophet) must 

also be appointed by God Himself. 

 

God informed our Holy Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) about 

the names and identity of his twelve successors. These renown 

Imams are the only rightful successors of the Prophet and they 

are:- 

(a) Imam Ali al Murtaza, (a.s.) Son of the Prophet's uncle, Abu 

Talib, and married to Our Lady of Light, Fatima, the daughter 

of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.); 

(b) Imam Hasan-al-Mujtaba (the Chosen) (a.s.) elder son of Ali 

and Fatima; 

(c) Imam Husain, Seyyid-us-Shuhada (a.s.) (the Chief of the 

Martyrs), younger son of Ali and Fatima; 

(d) Imam Zainul Abidiina (a.s.), (the Ornament of the worshippers) 

Ali, son of Husein (a.s.); 

(e) Imam Al-Baqir (one who spreads the knowledge) Muhammad, 

son of AH (a.s.); 

(f) Imam As-Sadiq (the True) Jafar bin Muhammad (a.s.); 

(g) Imam Al-Kadhim (the Patient) Musa bin Jafar (a.s.); 

(h) Imam Ar-Raza (the Accepted) Ali bin Musa (a.s.); 

(i) Imam At-Taqi (the Pious) Muhammad bin Ali (a.s.); 

(j) Imam An-Naqi (the Pure) Ali bin Muhammad (a.s.); 

(k) Imam Al-Askari Hasan bin Ali (a.s.) 

(1) Imam Al-Mahdi Muhammad bin Hasan, Al-Qaim (one who 

stands on the path of Truth) Al-Munatazar (a.s.), the Imam of 

our time. 

 

The twelfth Imam is alive to this day; but is hidden, and will 

reappear at a time appointed by Allah. He is the AWAITED ONE 

and Mahdi (Guided by Allah) who will revive and spread Islam 

throughout the world. 
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These 12 Imams were the Hujjat (proof) of Allah on His 

creatures and they were created from the Nur (Light, of the Prophet 

(s.a.w.); and they were like the Prophet in knowledge, 

forebearence, holiness, justice, trust-worthiness, character, and 

other virtues. How could it be otherwise? They were the Caliphs of 

the Prophet and his successors, the Imams and guides of the 

creatures and the Proofs of Allah. 

 

And the Prophet (s.a.w.) said.- 

"Verily, My ahlul-Bait (family-members) are likened to 

Hazrat Nuh's Ark, those who got into it were saved from 

the flood and those who left it were drowned and 

perished" 

 

Therefore, one who loves and stands by them (Ahlul-Bait) 

will succeed in Akherat (in the life hereafter); and one who leaves 

them will be doomed in ignorance and evil. 

 

LESSON SIX 
 

6. DAY OF JUDGEMENT (QUIYAMAT) 
 

The fifth root of religion is the 'Day of Judgement'. It means 

that one day God will bring to life every human being and he will 

be judged according to his belief and actions, so that the virtuous 

person will be rewarded, and evil one will be punished. 

 

If a man had true faith and did good deeds (prayed) (Salat), 

fasted during Ramadhan (Saum), paid the Tax on wealth (Zakat), 

gave alms, looked after the orphans, fed the poor and did other 

such deeds, he would receive the Grace of Allah and will be sent to 

Paradise where he will find contentment according to his spiritual 

qualities. There will be gardens beneath which flow the streams, in 

the shade of the Mercy of Allah, where there will be beautiful 

palaces, houris and many other unimagined bounties and Blessings 

of Allah. Persons holding the wrong kind of belief and doing evil 
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deeds (killing, going on wrong path, eating what is not lawful, 

stealing, drinking liquor and other sins) will be punished in the 

Hell, where there is Fire, and Torture, where the food is of 

Zaqquum, and drink is of boiling water. There they will remain 

forever in sorrow and punishment. 

 

And before Paradise and Hell, there are two things to 

happen:-' 

(a) Grave - A person will be asked in the grave about his faith and 

deeds, and he will be awarded or punished accordingly. The 

Prophet (S.A.W.) said: "The Grave may be either the Hell 

(Fire) or Paradise". The reward or punishment of the grave is 

not like that of Paradise or Hell. The man in his grave feels just 

like a man who is asleep, who may either be dreaming a 

peaceful and comfortable or frightful dream; and feels comfort 

or discomfort according to that dream. But the man sitting at 

his side does not know what has befallen the man sleeping next 

to him. Likewise the living people do not see the condition in 

which the dead man is; they only see the dead body, without 

knowing whether he is in Bliss or Torture. 

 

b)  Resurrection - It means that all human beings will be brought to 

life again with the bodies and then will be assembled at one 

place. There they will stand before the highest Court of Justice, 

where the Scales of Justice will be erected, and where the 

Judges (the Prophets and Imams) will be present. Each one will 

be given his own book of deeds, and witnesses will be called. 

Those who had done good deeds on earth will be exalted; and 

those who had pursued the path ot evil will be shamed. 

 

It is upon every individual then to strive to do good deeds to 

spare himself from loss from which there is no refuge. 

 

GLOSSARY 
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S.A.W. = (sallallahu Alayhi wa Alihi wa sallam ) O Allah! Send 

Thy Blessings to our Prophet Muhammad Mustafa and 

his ahlulbait (members of his family) 

 

A.S.  =   (Alayhi/Alayha/Alayhimu ssalaam) May peace be on 

him/her/them. 

 

A.H.  =      After Hijrat 

 

ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS COURSE  

BOOK ONE 

 
Student's Name ............... ................... ................... ................... 

 

Student's Number: IRC/ ................... ................... ...................... 

 

Date of writing Answers ................... ................... ..................... 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

QUESTION 1: 

Under each of the following questions there are three answers, (A) 

(B) and (C). Write the letter of the correct answer in the space 

provided. 

(a)   Islam is made up of  .................................... parts. 

(A) five 

(B) three 

(C) four 

 

(b)   The Roots of Religion are   ..................................... 

(A) three 

(B) two 

(C) five 

 

(c)   God is Eternal, meaning 

(A) He is All-Knowing 
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(B) He has neither a beginning nor an end 

(C) He is All-Powerful 

 

(d)   God has no Sharik means 

(A) He is One 

(B) He cannot be seen 

(C) He does not need an advisor nor a helper 

 

 

QUESTION 2: 

Say 
‘
Yes’ or ‘No’ as appropriate in the following: 

(a)   God has a son Yes/No. 

(b)   God   will   be   seen   on   the   Day   of Judgement. Yes/No. 

(c)   God is Just Yes/No. 

(d)   God sees everything and hears every sound.     Yes/No. 

 

QUESTION 3: 
Arrange the following correctly. 

1. A Rasul     1. is Adam (a.s.) 

2. The First Prophet    2. is Islam 

3. The Final Religion                      3. is one to whom revelation 

has  been sent by God  

4. A Prophet     4. is 124,000 

5, The number of Prophets   5. is a prophet who has been 

    given a new Shariat (Law) 

 

QUESTION 4: 

Fill in the blanks: 

(a)   Our Prophet  was  born  on  .....(day) on  the....... 

(date) of the month of ............................................ 

(b)   The Prophet's mother is ........... and his father is ………….. 

(c)   The first person to declare faith in the Prophet is …………. 

(d)   The prophet migrated from ............ to go to ………………. 

(e)    The Qur'an was revealed to the Prophet by ......... 

and it was completed in the period of ................. 
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(f)   The  Prophet  left  behind  two  things;   which   are ............ 

and......... 

 

QUESTION 5: 

(a)    Who has the right to appoint the Khalifa of the Prophet? 

(b)    How many Imams there appeared after the Prophet? 

(c)    Write down the names of the First, Seventh and last Imams? 

(d)    Write down the meaning of Al-Maad (Qiyamat). 

(e)    Who will be saved on the Day of Judgement, the Believer or 

the Non-Believer? 
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PREFACE 
 

This book is a translation of "AL-MUSLIM," the Arabic work of 

Seyyid Muhammad Mahdi Shirazi of Karbala (Iraq). The 

translation has been done by Haji Mohsin M.R. Alidina, of Dar es 

Salaam University. Some material has been added here and there 

on the suggestion of the Publishers. 
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Genealogy of the Prophet and the Imams 
 

 

 

HASHIM 

 

ABDUL-MUTTALIB 

__________________________________________ 

 

ABDULLAH       ABU TALIB 

 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD (S.A.W.) 

 

FATIMA (A.S.) ______________________  ALI (FIRST IMAM) 

__________________________________________ 

 

HUSAIN (THIRD IMAM)                  HASAN (SECOND IMAM) 

 

ALI ZAINUL ABEDEEN (FOURTH IMAM) 

 

MUHAMMAD-AL-BAQIR (FIFTH IMAM) 

 

JAAFER AS-SADIQ (SIXTH IMAM) 

 

MUSA AL-KADHIM (SEVENTH IMAM) 

 

ALI AR-RIDHA (EIGHTH IMAM) 

 

MUHAMMAD-AL-JAWAD (NINTH IMAM) 

 

ALI AN-NAQI (TENTH IMAM) 

 

HASAN AL-ASKARI (ELEVENTH IMAM) 

 

MUHAMMAD AL-MAHDI (TWELFTH IMAM) 
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LESSON ONE 
 

Dear Brother, 

 

In Book One you learnt that after Prophet Mohammad 

(M.P.B.H. - S.A.W.) came twelve Imams (Spiritual leaders). 

 

In this book, we shall mention, in brief, the life sketch of 

these personages (Imams) and also the life sketch of the Prophet's 

daughter who is the wife of the Prophet's successor and the mother 

of the other Imams. 

 

We shall relate in brief the life sketch of these holy 

personages to strengthen our beliefs and to inform you about them 

so that we may draw examples from their lives. 

 

Whoever obeys them in word and deed and follows in their 

footsteps will be exalted in the world and in the hereafter. May 

God help us. 

 

THE FIRST IMAM 

 

He is Ali ibn Abi Talib (A.S.). His mother is Fatima binti 

Asad. He is the cousin of the Prophet and the husband of the 

Prophet's daughter. He is the True Successor after the Prophet and 

is Amirul Mumineen (The leader of the Believers) and the father of 

all the Imams (A.S.) 

 
He was born in the Kaaba in Mecca at night on Friday 13th 

Rajab, thirty years after the birth of the Prophet (S.A.W.). 

 

He was martyred on Friday night in the mihrab (the prayer 

niche in a mosque) of the Kufa Mosque while praying. He was 

struck on the forehead with a sword by Abdurrehman ibn Muljim 

(May God increase His punishment on him) on the 19th of the 
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Holy month of Ramadhan. He died after three days at the age of 

63. His funeral and burial were conducted by his sons Imams 

Hasan and Husain (A.S.). He is buried at Najaf (Iraq) where his 

shrine is. 

 

Ali was a noble personage with innumerable qualities and 

generous disposition. He was the first to testify to Islam and had 

never worshipped idols. He never lost any battle in which he led 

his army and he never fled from the battle-field. 

 

About one of his manifold qualities, the Prophet (S.A.W.) 

declared: "AQDHAKUM ALIYUN," "the best of all Judges 

among you is Ali." 

 

Ali's unlimited knowledge was described by the Prophet in 

these words: "ANA MADINATUL ILME WA ALIYUN 

BABUHA," "I am the city of knowledge and Ali is it's Gate." This 

clearly shows that whosoever seeks knowledge from the Prophet 

(S.A.W.) must first pass through the Gate, if it is opened for him. If 

it is not opened, knowledge cannot be obtained. The Gate only 

opens for those who would follow Ali's (A.S.) teachings and his 

footsteps. 

 

Ali's relationship with Truth brought forth the Prophet's 

(S.A.W.) declaration of: "ALIYUN MAAL HAQQI WALHAQQU 

MAA ALIY," "Ali is with the Truth and Truth is with Ali." 

 

The wise have spoken; now you can recognize the facts for 

yourselves. 

 

He was just to his subjects, impartial in everything and pious 

in his dealings. 

 

He would go into the State Treasury and look at gold and 

silver and would say: 'O Yellow one! O white one! Deceive others, 

not me" Then he would distribute it to the needy. 
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He was kind to the needy, would sit with the poor; would 

fulfill the wants of the needy. He was always truthful and judged 

without bias. 

 

In fact, he was like the Prophet in his manifold qualities and 

this was recognized by God who in a verse in the Qur’an referred 

to him as "Nafs of the Prophet (S.A.W.)" i.e. the spirit of the 

Prophet. 
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LESSON  TWO 

 

THE DAUGHTER OF PROPHET (S.A.W.) 
 

The daughter of Prophet Mohammad (S.A.W.) ibn Abdullah 

is Fatima Zahra. Her mother is Lady Khadija, the mother of the 

Muslims. Her husband is Ameerul-Mumineen, the Leader of the 

Successors to the Prophet; her sons and grandsons are the Pure 

Imams (May Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon Them). 

 

Lady Fatima (A.S.) was born on 20th Jumadal-Ukhra, forty-

five years after the Prophet (S.A.W.) was born. She died on 

Tuesday, 3rd Jumadal-Ukhra in 11 A.H.
1
 at the tender age of 

eighteen. 

 

Her funeral and burial were conducted by Amirul Mumineen 

Ali (A.S.). She was buried at Madina Munawwara (The city of 

Light; The Prophet's city, in Saudi Arabia). He disguised her grave 

as willed by Lady Fatima herself. 

 

In her piety, worship and nobility she followed her father's 

footsteps. Many a Quranic verse were revealed in praise of her. 

 

The Prophet used to refer to her as the "Leader of the Women 

of the Universe" and used to love and respect her so much that 

whenever Fatima (A.S.) entered the Prophet's room, he would 

stand up to welcome her and would seat her on his place and 

would even kiss her hands. 

 

Often the Prophet was heard saying, "God is pleased with 

what pleases Fatima and He is angry with what angers Fatima." 

                                                 
1
 A.H.  = After Hijra. The Hijra, i.e., The Emigration of the Prophet from Mecca 

to Madina marks the beginning of the Muslim Calendar. 
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The Prophet also said, "Four women are the best amongst all 

in Paradise: Mariam binti Imraan (the mother of Isa); Khadija binti 

Khuwailid, Fatima binti Muhammad (S.A.W.) and Asia binti 

Muzaahim. 

 

One person asked Aisha (the Prophet's wife): "who was the 

most beloved of all of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.)?" Her reply was: 

"Fatima." He added another question: who amongst the males was 

the Prophet's (S.A.W.) most beloved? Her reply was: "The 

husband of Lady Fatima," i.e. Ali ibn Abi Talib (A.S.). 

 

The Prophet (S.A.W.) declared, "Indeed, God ordered me to 

marry Fatima to Ali (A.S.)." 

 

She bore for Amirul Mumineen Ali (A.S.): 

Imam Hasan (A.S.) 

Imam Husain (A.S.) 

Lady Zainab (A.S.) 

Lady Umme Kulthum (A.S.)  

 

Muhsin (A.S.): who was killed in his mother's womb when 

she was attacked by her enemies. Thus, in all, there were five 

children of Lady Fatima. 

 

The Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) said, "Every child follows his 

father's family except for the progeny of Fatima as I am their 

ancestor and their source." (All the children of Fatima are the 

Prophet's (S.A.W.) Progeny). The Prophet also declared: "All 

families and kinship-ties will disappear on the Day of Judgement 

except for my family and kinship-ties." 
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LESSON THREE 

 

The second Imam is Hasan bin Ali bin Abi Talib (A.S.).  His  

mother is Fatima Zahra,  the daughter of the Prophet (S.A.W.). He 

is the grandson of the Prophet (S.A.W.) and is the second amongst 

his Caliphs.  He is the Imam after his father Amirul Mumineen Ali 

(A.S.). 

 

He was born at Madina Munawwara, on Tuesday, 15th 

Ramadhan, 3 A.H. He died of poison, administered by one of his 

wives, on Thursday 28th Safar, 49 A.H. His funeral and burial 

arrangements were made by his brother Imam Husain (A.S.). He 

was buried at Baqii, in Madina, where there is his grave. 

 

In his time he worshipped God most and was the most erudite 

and best of mankind. He very much resembled the Prophet. Of the 

Prophet's Progeny in his time, he was the most generous and most 

courteous to everyone. 

 

One of his acts of generosity was revealed when one of his 

slave-girls presented him with a bouquet of flowers. The Imam 

told her, "You are free for the sake of God." He further added: 

"WAIDHA HUYITUM BITAHIYATIN FAHAYYU BIAHSANA 

MINHAA AU RUDDUHA" ("When you are given a gift return 

one that is better or its equal"). 

 

His exemplary courtesy is evident in his dealing with a 

Syrian who rode a camel and was cursing Imam Hasan (A.S.). The 

Imam did not tell him anything. When he had finished with 

cursing, he was approached by the Imam who saluted him and 

smiled at him, then asked him "O Gentleman, I suppose you are a 

stranger here and have failed to recognize me. If you want your 

difficulties solved we would do so; if you ask for anything, we 

would have given you; and if you wanted to be directed anywhere 

we would direct you there; and if you want to go anywhere, we 

would take you there. If you are hungry, we will feed you; and if 
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you have no garments, we will clothe you. If you feel lonely, we 

will give you company; and if you need anything we will fulfil 

your need." 

 

When the man heard these words of the Imam, he cried and 

said: "I testify that you are the Caliph of God in this Earth and God 

knows where to bestow his vicegerency." 

 

The Prophet said: "Whoever wishes to have the pleasure of 

seeing the Leader of the youths of Paradise he should look at 

Hasan." The Prophet also added: "Whoever loves me should love 

him" (i.e. Hasan). 

 

Imam Hasan went for the Hajj (Pilgrimage) twenty-five 

times; and he would go on foot from Madina to Mecca. 

One of the Prophet's (S.A.W.) companions, Abu Huraira relates: 

"Once came Hasan bin Ali, and saluted the people who replied to 

his salutation. He went on his way. Abu Huraira did not know who 

he was that had saluted. He was told that the one who had saluted 

was Hasan bin Ali. Then Abu Huraira followed him and said: 

"Salutations be upon you, O my Master." People asked him why he 

had addressed him as his Master. Abu Huraira replied: "I testify 

that the Prophet (S.A.W.) of God has said, "Indeed he (i.e., Hasan) 

is the Master." 
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LESSON FOUR 

 

THE THIRD IMAM 

 

The third Imam is Husain bin Ali bin Abi Talib (A.S.). His 

mother is Lady Fatima, (the daughter of the Prophet (S.A.W.). He 

is a grandson of the Prophet (S.A.W.) and his third Khalifa and the 

forefather of nine other Imams after him. He is the third Imam 

following after his brother (Imam Hasan A.S.). 

 

He was born at Madina on 3rd Shaban, 4 A.H. He was 

oppressed and killed thirsty in the renown battle of Ashura
2
 at 

Karbala on Friday, 10th Muharram A.H. 61. He was buried by his 

son, Imam Zainul Abedin (A.S.), three days after his martyrdom at 

Holy Karbala where his shrine stands today. 

 

His qualities are innumerable. He is the "Flower of the 

Prophet (S.A.W.)" as declared by the Prophet about him and his 

brother Hasan (A.S.): "They are my flowers in the world." 

 

The Prophet (S.A.W.) further stated, "Husain is from me and 

I am from Husain," adding that "Hasan and Husain are Imams 

whether they be standing or sitting." 

 

He was a great erudite and a great worshipper. He would 

pray one thousand rakaats daily like his father Amirul Mumineen 

Ali (A.S.). 

 

He used to carry baskets full of food on his own shoulders 

and would distribute it to the needy. The marks of burden on his 

shoulders were seen after his death. He was a generous and gentle 

person and would not tolerate anyone violating the principles of 

the Islamic Sharia (System of Laws). 

                                                 
2
 *Ashura:  10th day of Muharram 
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An example of his generosity is evidenced in his dealing with 

an Arab, who in order to get his needs fulfilled, came to the Imam, 

and composed a poem saying:- 

 

"None has ever returned empty-handed that has come to your 

door in hope and expectation." 

 

"You are generous and the one to be depended upon; your 

father was the Slayer of the wicked (those who went against God)" 

"Had it not been for all that we received from your forefathers, we 

would have been overwhelmed by the fire of Hell" 

 

When he heard this, Imam Husain (A.S.) gave him four 

thousand dinars, and apologizing he versified: 

 

"Take these, and I ask forgiveness from you; be assured that I 

sympathise with you. Had we possessed the stick (of authority) 

then our clouds would have poured upon you, (if the power of 

Islamic state would have been in our hands, we would have 

bestowed you with more) 

 

"But the times have betrayed us and my hand holds but little" 

 

The Islamic tenets and the religion of his grandfather 

survived because of his brave stand. In fact, he caused the very 

world to survive to the End. He is the Leader of the Martyrs and is 

the best of all after his brother. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presented by www.ziaraat.com



 16 

LESSON FIVE 

 
THE FOURTH IMAM 

 
The Fourth Imam is Ali bin Husain (A.S.). His mother is 

Shah Zanan, the daughter of King Yazdajurd. (Shah Zanan means 

the Queen of Women). She is referred to as "Shahr Bano" (The 

Queen of the City). This Imam was born at Madina on 15th 

Jumadal Ula, A.H. 36, the day when Ali (A.S.) captured Basra. He 

was poisoned and died on Saturday, 25th Muharram, A.H. 95, at 

the age of 57. He was buried at Baqii in Madina. 

 
He was without a match in his erudition, worship and 

qualities, and piety and helping the needy. Many persons received 

knowledge from him. His sayings, invocations and historical 

narrations are preserved. 

 
He would come out in the darkness of the night carrying bags 

of money and sometimes food and even fire-wood. When he would 

reach the houses of the poor, he would knock their doors and 

distribute everything he had. He would hide his face so that no one 

should recognize him. When he died, then did people realize that 

he had been their benefactor all that time. 

 
He liked very much to sit and eat with the poor, orphans and 

crippled. His behaviour was exemplary. Every month he would 

gather his slaves and would tell them: "If there is any amongst you 

who wishes to marry, I shall get him/her married, or wishes to be 

sold, I shall sell him/ her; or wishes to be set free, I will set him/her 

free." Whenever someone came to him to express his need, he 

would say: "Welcome to you who are helping me to take my 

savings to the Hereafter." 
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He was pious and would pray in one day and night one 

thousand raka'ats.
3
 When the time of prayers came his body would 

shiver and his face would pale and his body would shake like a 

palm-leaf. He was known as "DHUTH-THAFANAT" -one with 

hardened skin on knees. The cause for this title was his many 

prostrations that resulted in hardened skin growing on his forehead, 

palm of the hands, the knees and the thumbs. Every six months 

these hardened patches had to be cut off. Whenever he 

remembered God and his bounties, he would fall into prostration; 

whenever he recited the verses in which prostration is mentioned, 

he would   prostrate.   Whenever   he   completed   his obligatory 

prayers, he would prostrate; whenever he would reconcile two 

people, he would prostrate. For his acts of prostration he was 

referred to as As-Sajjaad (one who performs many prostrations). 

The people of the time would say: "We have never seen a Quraishi 

better than him." 

 

A person amongst the Imam's relations once insulted the 

Imam, who silently heard him out. After some time, the Imam 

went to his place. Those who were there thought that the Imam had 

gone to seek vengeance. But, this could never be! The Imam (A.S.) 

recited the following Qufanic verse: "WAL KADHI-MINAL 

GHAIDHY WALAAFINA ANI-NASI WALLAHU YUHIBBUL 

MUHSINEEN" (Those who swallow their anger and forgive 

others; God befriends those who do good). Then the Imam 

addressing the man said, "O brother! you attacked us and said what 

you fancied; if what you said was true, then may God forgive me; 

and if what you said was not true, may God forgive you." 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
3
 *Rakaa: is a part of prayers. Every prayer has 2, 3 or 4 parts. 
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LESSON SIX 

 

THE FIFTH IMAM 

 

The Fifth Imam is Muhammad Al-Baquir (A.S.). His father is 

Imam Zainul-Abedeen (A.S.) and his mother is Fatima, daughter of 

Imam Hasan (A.S.). 

 

He was born on Monday 1st Rajab, A.H. 57. Both his parents 

were the grandson and granddaughter of Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib 

(A.S.). So, he was the first person to be the descendant of Imam 

Ali ibn Abi Talib (A.S.) on both sides. He died of poison on 

Monday, 7th Dhul-hijja, A.H. 114, at the age of 57. He was buried 

at Baqii in Madina Munawwara. 

 

He was a man of many qualities of greatness, reverence and 

piety. He was the epitome of knowledge and courtesy and gentle 

disposition. He was devout, humble and generous. 

 

The following story reveals the quality of his character: 

 

One day a Christian insulted the Imam (A.S.) calling him a 

bull. The imam replied, "I am Baquir (one who unearths 

knowledge)". The Christian added: "you are the son of a cook." 

The Imam replied, 'That was her job." The Christian insultingly 

said, "you are the son of a Barbarian mother." The Imam replied, 

"If what you have said is true, may God forgive her; and if you 

have been lying, may God forgive you." 

 

Seeing this kindness in the Imam the Christian submitted to 

Islam. 

 

Jabir bin Abdullah Ansari, a companion of the Holy Prophet, 

said, "One day I was with the Prophet who had his grandson, 

Husain, on his lap, and was playing with him. The Prophet said to 

me. "O! Jabir, this son of mine will beget a son by the name of Ali. 
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When Doomsday comes, a caller will proclaim: "Let 'the Leader of 

the Worshippers stand forth." So Ali bin Husain will come 

forward. This Ali bin Husain will beget a son, Muhammad. O 

Jabir! When you meet this Muhammad convey to him my 

greetings. After that you will not live for long." 

 

He was the Ocean of Knowledge and would answer questions 

unhesitatingly. Ibn Ata Al-Makki says: "I never saw great scholars 

feeling inferior in front of anybody like I saw them before Imam 

Mohammad Al-Baquir (A.S.), (i.e. whenever a scholar came in the 

presence of the Imam he at once felt the inadequacy of his own 

knowledge). Indeed, I have seen Hakim bin Utayba (who was such 

a respectable scholar) in presence of the Imam like a child in front 

of his teacher." 

 

Muhammad ibn Muslim relates: "Nothing ever flashed across 

my mind which I did not ask Imam Muhammad al-Baquir (A.S.), 

till I had asked him thirty thousand questions." 

 

He would always remember God. Imam Jaafar Sadique 

(A.S.) relates: "My father would remember God at every moment; 

whenever I accompanied him I saw him remembering God; he 

conversed with people and yet he would remember God; he would 

pray tahajjud
4
 at length and he was devoted to the worship of God 

and would cry for love of God." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
4
 The prayers said after midnight. It is not obligatory, but optional though highly 

recommended. 
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LESSON SEVEN 
 

THE  SIXTH IMAM 

 

The Sixth Imam is Jaafar bin Muhammad As-Sadiq (A.S.). 

His mother is Fatima (whose other name is Farwah). 

 

The Imam was born at Madina, on Monday, 17th Rabiul 

Awwal, the day of the Prophet's birth, A.H. 83. He died of poison 

on 25th Shawwal, 148 A.H., at the age of 65. 

 

He possessed knowledge, was superior in quality and was a 

person of wisdom, knowledge of the Sharia (Laws) and was pious. 

He was Truthful, Just, possessed greatness, generosity and valour; 

and also was a master of many other qualities. 

 

Al-Mufid relates: "Scholars of religion obtained from him 

much more than they did from any other amongst the Ahlul-bait; 

nor has there been anyone more prolific in propagating religion 

amongst the scholars of history and hadith than Imam Jaafar 

Sadiqu (A.S.). 

 

In fact the list of persons (who were reliable and who 

belonged to different sects) who acquired knowledge from him 

numbered four thousand; Abu Hanifa, the leader of one of the sects 

of the Sunnis, being one of them. 

 

He was pious and thus ate vinegar and oil and would wear 

coarse garments. At times his clothes would be full of patches. 

 

He used to toil in his own garden himself. Many times he 

would become unconscious in remembrance of God. 

 

One night the Abbasid Caliph of the time sent a messenger to 

call the Imam. The messenger reports: "I went to the Imam's place 
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and found him in his private room. The Imam's cheeks were 

covered with dust and with utmost humility he was supplicating 

God with his hands raised towards the heavens; his face and hands 

were covered with dust. 

 

He gave away much in charity and was a person of gentle 

disposition, soft-spoken, co-operative and pleasant to work with. 

 

One day the Imam (A.S.) called his slave by the name of 

Musaadif, and gave him one thousand dinars to prepare for a 

trading voyage to Egypt, as the number of dependants in the home 

had increased and there was need to look for some more means of 

livelihood. 

 

Musaadif bought trading goods and left for Syria with a 

group of merchants. When they neared Egypt, they met another 

group of merchants returning from Egypt. The traders told the 

merchants who were coming from Egypt that they had certain kind 

of merchandise and enquired of them if those things were available 

in Egypt. Those merchants replied that they were not available 

there. Now Musaadif’s group took oath not to sell their mer-

chandise at a profit less than hundred per cent. This they did and 

returned to Madina. 

 

Musaadif went to the Imam (A.S.) taking with him two bags, 

each containing one thousand dinars. He told the Imam that one 

bag contained the capital sum, and the other, profit. 

 

The Imam told him that the profit was excessive and asked 

them what they had done with the goods. He explained what they 

had done and the oath they swore (not to sell under the hundred per 

cent profit). The Imam expressed surprise and asked them whether 

they had sworn an oath not to sell the goods to the Muslims except 

at 100% profit! 
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Then the Imam took one of the bags and said, 'This contains 

my capital, and we would not touch that profit." He continued, "O 

Musaadif. It is easier to fight with a sword than to earn a lawful 

(halal) living." 
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LESSON EIGHT 

 

THE SEVENTH IMAM 

 

The Seventh Imam is Musa ibn Jaafar, Al-Kadhim (A.S.). 

His mother is Hamida al-Musaffat. The Imam was born at Abwa 

(which is a place between Mecca and Madina) on Sunday, 7th 

Safar, 128 A.H. 

 

The Imam was poisoned and died inside a prison of the 

Caliph Harun. He remained imprisoned for fourteen years bearing 

untold hardships and oppression. He died on 25th Rajab, 183 A.H. 

at the age of 55 His funeral was conducted by his son Ali Ar-Ridha 

(A.S.). He was buried at Kadhimain where his shrine stands today. 

 

He was the greatest erudite of his time. He was also the most 

generous, most superior and brave and of most gentle behaviour of 

all in his time. His greatness is known to all. His knowledge was 

nonparell. His love of worship can find no match. 

 

He would swallow his anger and hence he is known as Al-

Kadhim (meaning "the swallower of anger"). For his 

righteousness, he was entitled Al-Abdus-Salih (meaning "the 

righteous slave of God"). 

 

His knowledge was revealed on various occasions and 

dazzled the people. His dialogue with Buraiha (a Christian Priest) 

is well-known; when the Imam convinced him, the Christian 

became a sincere convert to Islam. 

 

Once a man in need begged a hundred dinars from the Imam. 

The Imam (A.S.) asked him certain questions in order to test his 

religious knowledge, and gave him two thousand Dirhams. 

 

The Imam had a beautiful voice in reciting the Qur’an. He 

would worship for hours on end and would recite the Qur'an and 
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prostrate for a long time. He would often cry for love of God. The 

Imam died while in a state of prostration. 

 

Abu Hamza once saw the Imam Musa al-Kadhim (A.S.) 

toiling in the garden while the sweat of his head was reaching to 

his feet. He asked the Imam where his servants were. 

 

The Imam addressing Abu Hamza replied that, there was 

someone better than the Imam and his father, who used to toil with 

his own hands. 

 

Abu Hamza asked who the person was. In reply the Imam 

stated that it was the Prophet of God, Muhammad (S.A.W.) and 

Ameerul Mumineen Ali (A.S.), and that all his ancestors used to 

work with their own hands. This was the Tradition of the Prophets 

and Vicegerents and the Righteous persons. 
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LESSON NINE 

 

THE EIGHTH IMAM 

 

The Eighth Imam is Ali bin Musa Ar-Ridha (A.S.), whose 

mother is Lady Najma. 

 

The Imam was born on llth Zulqaada, 148, A.H., at Madina 

Munawwara. 

 

He was poisoned and died on the last day of the month (29th) 

of Safar, A.H. 203 at the age of 55. His funeral was conducted by 

his son Al-Jawad (A.S.) and he was buried at Mesh-had where his 

shrine exists today. 

 

His knowledge, gentleness, generosity and pleasant 

disposition and humility and worship are universally 

acknowledged and need not be related here. 

 

Caliph Mamun wanted the Imam to be his heir-apparent. The 

Imam (A.S.) declined for he was aware of the guiles of Mamun. 

The Imam (A.S.) was, however, forced by Mamun to accept the 

title of successor after him. But the Imam accepted on condition 

that he would not partake in any way in the administration of the 

government. 

 

The Imam's intense knowledge of various religions and sects 

was revealed in the various discussions arranged by Mamun. Even 

travelers upon returning to their respective homes would relate 

about the Imam's knowledge. 

 

The Imam (A.S.) would stay up praying the whole night and 

would finish reciting the whole Qur'an in three days. He would 

worship for hours on end and would complete one thousand 

rak'aats in one day and a night. He would prostrate for many hours. 

He used to fast frequently. 
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The Imam (A.S.) would often give charity secretly, in the 

thick of the night. 

 

The Imam (A.S.) would never interrupt anyone's talk, nor 

would he ever abuse anyone. He never sat reclining upon anything 

in presence of other, nor would he ever laugh loudly or spit in 

presence of anyone. 

 

He would sit with all his wives, kinsmen and slaves and 

partake of his meals. 
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LESSON TEN 

 

THE NINTH IMAM 

 

The Ninth Imam is Muhammad Taki bin Ali, al-Jawad 

(A.S.). His mother is Lady Sabika. 

 

He was born on 10th Rajab, 195 A.H., at Madina 

Munawwara. 

 

He died of poison at Baghdad on the last day of Zulqaada, 

220 A.H. at the age of 55. 

 

He was buried behind his Grandfather, Imam Musa bin Jaafar 

(A.S.) where his shrine stands today, at Kadhimain. 

 

The Imam (A.S.) was the greatest erudite of his time and 

most generous and benefactor. He was very co-operative and was 

gentle in his disposition. He was very eloquent. 

 

He used to ride his horse carrying gold and silver and would 

give to anyone who asked. 

 

When his uncles asked, he would give them fifty or more 

dinars, and his aunts would get twenty-five or more dinars. 

 

His knowledge was well-known to the people. Once, eighty 

disciples gathered at his place upon return from their Pilgrimage 

and asked the Imam (A.S.) various questions. The Imam replied to 

them all satisfying each one of them. 

 

Once many people gathered around him at Mecca and asked 

him thirty thousand questions at a session. The Imam (A.S.) 

replied to each unhesitatingly and faultlessly. At this time his age 

was only nine; but, such a thing is no uncommon phenomenon 

with Ahlul-Bait (A.S.). 
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The Caliph Mamun Rashid gave the Imam his daughter in 

marriage after a very tough test, and this incident is well-known in 

history. 
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LESSON ELEVEN 

 
THE TENTH IMAM 

 
The Tenth Imam is Ali bin Muhammad An-Naqii (A.S.). His 

mother is Lady Samana. 
 
The Imam (A.S.) was born at Madina Munawwara on 5th 

Rajab, 214 A.H. He died of poison in Samarra on Monday 3rd 

Rajab, A.H. 254 at the age of 40. He was buried where his shrine 

stands today, at Samarra. 
 
He was the most superior person of his time; a great erudite 

and the epitome of greatness and generosity and soft-spoken. 
 
He was pious and gentle in manners and disposition and very 

generous. 
 
One day the Caliph sent to the Imam thirty thousand dirhams. 

The Imam gave it to an Arab from Kufa and told him, "Go and pay 

your debts and spend it for your children and dependants and 

forgive us (for not giving you more.)" The Arab exclaimed, "O! 

Son of Prophet, I came here expecting far less than ten thousand; 

but, God knows where his vicegerency should be." Then he took 

the money and departed. 
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LESSON TWELVE 

 

THE ELEVENTH IMAM 

 

The Eleventh Imam is Hasan bin Ali, Al-Askari (A.S.). His mother 

is Lady Haditha. 

The Imam (A.S.) was born on Monday, 10th Rabiul Akhar, 232 

A.H. 

He died of poison on Friday 8th Rabiul Awwal, 260 A.H. at the 

age of 28. His funeral was conducted by Imam Al-Hujjat Al-Mahdi 

(A.S.). He was buried near his father at Samarra. 

His generosity, benefaction, devoutness and humility are well-

known to everyone. 

He was well built in physique and possessed handsome features. 

He was venerated, though he was young in age. He resembled the 

Prophet (S.A.W.) in his disposition. 

It is reported from Ismail who said: "I was once waiting for the 

Imam (A.S.) on the way, when he passed, I pleaded for relief of 

my distress." The Imam (A.S.) told him that he was swearing a 

false oath in the name of God when he had hidden one hundred 

dinars in the earth. "I do not say this because I do not want to give 

you anything," the Imam continued. Then the Imam ordered his 

servant to give him one hundred dinars. 

 

A certain person hearing of his generosity went to the Imam (A.S.). 

He needed five hundred dirhams. Imam (A.S.) gave him five 

hundred dirhams and added three hundred on top of it. 

The Christians too testified that the Imam (A.S.) was like the 

Messiah (Jesus) in his benefactions, knowledge and power of 

performing miracles. 

He was a devout worshipper and would pray the night prayers 

(Tahajjud) for the most part of the night. 
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LESSON THIRTEEN 

 

THE  TWELFTH  IMAM 

 

The Twelfth Imam is Al-Hujjat Al-Mahdi Muhammad bin 

Hasan (A.S.); his mother is Lady Narjis. 

 

He was born at Samarra on the night of 15th Shaaban, 255 

A.H. 

 

He is the last Imam (A.S.) and is the Proof of God on earth. 

He is the last of the true Caliphs of The Prophet; and the last of the 

Twelve Imams of the Muslims. 

 

He is alive in the world and has been granted long life by 

God. He is in concealment (cannot be seen). He will appear before 

the Day of Judgement when the world will be full of injustice and 

sins. He will fill the world with justice, equity and equality. 

 

The Prophet (S.A.W.) and the Imams (A.S.) have predicted 

that he would live and not die. 

 

He will rule over the world and will establish justice and 

wipe off the oppressors. As God has declared: "May God make (it) 

triumphant over all other religions even though the idolators might 

be angered." 

 

O God!  Make imminent his appearance and make us 

amongst his helpers and companions. 

 

Since the Imam went into concealment in his house, the 

Muslims go to the place at Samarra to worship God. This place is 

known as “Sardab-ul-Ghaibat.” 
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ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS COURSE 

 BOOK TWO 
 

The Student's Name ............... ............... ............... ....................  

 

Student's Number: IRC/ ............... ............... ............... ............... 

 

Date of writing Answers............... ............... ............... ............... 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

QUESTION 1: 

 

Arrange the following correctly. 

1. Ali bin Abi Talib (a.s.)     1. is   the   brother   of  Imam 

    Husain (a.s.) 

2. Imam Ali An-Naqui (a.s.)  2. is the daughter of the Emperor  

    of Iran 

3. Imam Hasan (a.s.)   3. is    the    son    of    Imam 

    Muhammad al-Jawad (a.s.) 

4. Shahr Bano, the mother     4. is   the   mother   of   Lady Fatima 

Zahra (a.s.) 

5. Lady Khadija (a.s.)  5. is the first Imam and the Ancestor  

    of all other Imams. 

QUESTION 2: 

 

Under each of the following questions, there are three answers (A), 

(B) and (C). Write the letter of the correct answer in the space 

provided. 

 

(a)    "Aliyun Ma-al Haqqi wal Haqqu Ma-a Aliy" means 

(A) I am the city of Knowledge and Ali is its gate 

(B) Ali is with the Truth and Truth is with Ali 

(C) The best of your Judges is Ali 
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(b)    The seventh Imam was called Al-Kadhim because 

(A) he was very learned 

(B) he was very pious 

(C) he used to swallow anger 

 

(c)    The number of disciples of Imam Jafar as-Sadiq (a.s.) was 

................. 

(A) 4,000 

(B) 124,000 

(C) 500 

 

(d)    Imam Husain (a.s.) was martyred at Kerbala on the day of 

'Ashura'. 'Ashura' means  ........................... 

(A) 10th day, Muharram 

(B) 5th day, Dhul-Hajj 

(C) End of the month 

 

(e)    Imam  Muhammad  al  Mahdi  is  'Gha-eb',   means 

(A) he is alive, but at present is not seen 

(B) he is the last Imam 

(C) he is suprememost 

 

 

QUESTION 3: 

 

Say Yes or No in the following: 

(a) The mother of Imam Hasan (a.s.) is the daughter of the Holy 

Prophet. Yes/No 

(b) Any student who came before Imam Muhammad Al-Baquir 

(a.s.) appeared to have very little Knowledge. Yes/No 

(c) The Third Imam (a.s.) and the Fourth Imam (a.s.) used to carry 

food and other necessities to the needy at night. Yes/No 
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(d) Imam Ali ar-Ridha (a.s.) used to have food with his servants 

and relatives. Yes/No 

 

QUESTION 4: 

 

Fill in the blanks: 

 

(a)    Bibi Fatima Zahra (a.s.) is the Suprememost of the .......... of 

the universe; and is the daughter of ……………….. 

 

(b)    Imam Muhammad Al-Jawad (a.s.) is the .............. Imam; he 

was born on .................... (date) in the month   of   ...............   

in   the   year   ................ 

 

(c)    Imam Ali An-Naqui (a.s.) gave an Arab .......... 

 

(d)    Imam   Al-Mahdi   was   born   in   the   town   of .............. on 

the eve of .............. of ................. in the year .............. 

 

(e)    Imam Al-Mahdi (a.s.) is .........; he will appear near the time 

of ...........; when the earth will be full of ........; and will fill 

the earth with justice and .......... 

 

QUESTION 5: 

 

(a)    Who was the grandson of Imam Ali bin Abi Talib (a.s.) on 

both sides? 

(b)    What did Imam Hasan (a.s.) say when his slave girl presented 

him with a bouquet of flowers? 

(c)    When the Fourth Imam was abused by one of his relatives, 

how did he reply? 
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(d)    Who is the Imam of the time now? Where is he at present? 

Can we see him at present? 

(e)   How many children had Bibi Fatima Zahra (a.s.)? Name them. 

 

QUESTION 6: 

 

(a)    Why and when did Imam Jafar As-Sadiq (a.s.) state that "To 

fight with a sword is easier than earning a lawful livelihood"? 

(b)    What did the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) mean when he said that he 

was the fore father of the progeny of Fatima, and their 

lineage? 

(c)    What has Imam Musa Al-Kadhim (a.s.) said about working 

with one's hands? 

(d)    Who are the Leaders of the youths of Paradise? 
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LESSON ONE 
 
THE BRANCHES OF RELIGION 

 
We mentioned the Roots of Religion in Book One. Now we 

shall briefly explain the Branches of Religion. 

These explanations are in accordance with the Shia Ithna-asheri 

faith. 

The well known amongst branches of religion are: 
1. Prayers 
2. Fasting 
3. Wealth-tax (Zakat) 
4. Pilgrimage (Hajj) 
5. Khums 
6. The Holy War (Jihad) 
7. To Advise Good Deeds (Amr-bil-Maaruf) 
8. To Dissuade Against the Forbidden 
9. To   Love   the   Prophet  (S.A.W.)   and   His  Household 
10. To   Dissociate   from   the   enemies   of   the Prophet and His 

Household. 

 

The branches of religion further comprise matters relating to 

business transactions, marriage, penal code and judiciary. 
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LESSON TWO 
 

TYPES    OF    PRAYERS   AND    ABLUTION (WUDHU) 

 
There are two types of Prayers: 
1. The Compulsory Prayers; and 
2. The Optional Prayers. 

Compulsory Prayers are of various kinds; here we will deal with 

the Daily prayers, which are prayed five times a day. 

It is necessary to perform ablution (WUDHU) in order to say 

one's prayers. 

The way to perform ablution is as follows:- 
(a) Use lawful (Mubah), unmixed with anything (Mutlaqu) and 

clean (Tahir) water; your parts of body for ablution should 

be clean (Tahir). 
(b) Wash your hands twice. (Picture 1) 
(c) Gargle with water and put water in the nose thrice each. 
(d) Have the intention that "I am performing the ablution 

Qurbatan ila-llah". 
(e) Wash your face, beginning from the edge of the forehead 

(where the hairs begin to grow) to the chin in length and the 

area covered by the expanse of the thumb and the middle 

finger in width (Pictures 2 & 3) 
(f) Wash the right arm starting from the top of the elbow to the 

tips of the fingers. (Pictures 4 & 5) 
(g) Likewise wash the left arm. (Pictures 6 & 7) 
(h) Slide your wet right palm or finger over the front portion of 

the head. (Pictures 8 & 9) 
(i) Slide your wet right hand over the right foot beginning from 

the tips of the toes to the ankle-joint. (Pictures 10 & 11) 
(j) Similarly slide your left hand over the left foot beginning 

from the tips of the toes to the ankle-joint (Pictures 12 & 

13) 
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LESSON THREE 
 

THE NUMBER AND TIMES OF PRAYERS 

 
There are five compulsory daily prayers: 
(a) The Dawn Prayer (Subh) has 2 raka'ats and the time is 

between the dawn and sunrise; 
(b) The Mid-day Prayer (Dhohr) has 4 raka'ats and 
(c) The Afternoon (Asr) Prayer has 4 raka'ats; Their times are 

between Mid-day and Sunset. 
(d) The   Dusk   Prayer  (Maghrib)   has   three raka'ats and 
(e) The Night Prayer (Isha) has four raka'ats. Their times are 

from Dust to Mid-night. 
 

These are applicable to the normal residents of a place. 
 

Travellers pray two raka'ats only for the four raka'ats prayers 

(Dhohr, Asr and Isha) like Dawn prayer. 
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LESSON FOUR 
 
ADHAAN (The Call for Prayer) 

 

When intending to pray, one must stand facing the Qibla and 

recite the call as follows:- 

1. Allahu Akbar      (four times) 

 (GOD IS GREAT) 

2. Ash-hadu al la ilaha illa Llah    (two times)  

(I Testify that there is none to be worshipped but Allah) 

3. Ash-hadu anna Muhammad ar Rasulullah   (two times)  

(I  testify     that     Prophet Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah)  
14. Ash-hadu anna Amiral Mu-uminina Alliyyan  

Waliyyu-llah                                             (two times) 

(I  testify that Amirul Mu-uminin Ali is the Wali of Allah) 

5. Hayya alas-Swalaah      (two times)  

(Come to Prayer!) 

6. Hayya alal-Falaah      (two times)  

(Come to Salvation in this world and in the next) 

7. Hayya ala Khairil Amal     (two times)  

(Come to the best of all acts) 

8. Allahu Akbar        (two times)  

(GOD IS GREAT) 

9. La Ilah-Illa-Llah 

(There is none to be worshipped but Allah) 

 

 

                                                 
1
 "This is not a part of Adhaan, but it is recommended to recite it. 
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LESSON FIVE 
 
THE IQAMAH 

 

After the Adhaan it is highly recommended that Iqamah be 

uttered. It is thus:- 

1. Allahu Akbar      (two times)  

(God is Great) 

2. Ash-hadu al la ilah illa-Llah    (two times)  

(I testify that there is none to be worshipped but Allah) 

3. Ash-hadu anna Muhammad 

ar Rusulullah (two times) (I     testify     that     Prophet Muhammed         

is         the Messenger of Allah)  
24. Ash-hadu     anna     Aliyyan Waliyyullah   (two times)  

(I testify that Ali is the Wali of Allah) 

5. Hayya alas-swalaah      (two times)  

(Come to Prayer!) 

6. Hayya alal - Falaah,      (two times)  

(Come to Salvation in this world and in the next!) 

7. Hayya ala khairil Amal           (two times) 

(Come to the best of all acts!) 

8. Qad – qaamatis – Swalaah     (two times) 

(The Prayer is established) 

9. Allahu Akbar     (two times) 

(God is Great) 

10. La ilaha Illa – Llah    (once) 

(There is none to be worshipped but Allah) 

                                                 
2
 "This is not a part of Iqamah, but it is recommended to recite it. 
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LESSON SIX 

 

THE DAWN PRAYER (1) 

 

1. After uttering the Iqamah, the intention for prayer be made 

thus:- 

I pray the Dawn (Subh) Prayer Qurbatan ilallahi taala (to 

seek nearness to God) 
 

2. Raising your hands, utter: "Allahu Akbar" (Picture 14) 
 

3. Put the hands on your thighs (picture 15), and recite the Sura 

(chapter) of Al-Hamd: 

BISMILLAHIR RAHMAANIR - RAHIM 

ALHAMDU LILLAHI RABBIL - AALAMIN 

ARRAHMAANIR RAHIM 

MAALIKI YAWMIDDIN 

IYYAKA       NAABUDU       WA       IYYAKA 

NASTAIN 

IHDINAS SWIRAATWAL MUSTAQUIM 

SWIRAA - TWALL - ADHINA AN-AMTA 

ALAYHIM 

GHAYRIL MAGH-DHUBI ALAYHIM 

WALADH-DHWAALLIIN 

The translation: 

In the name of Allah, the Most Compassionate in this world 

and Most Merciful in the next world;  
All Praise is for Allah, the Lord of all worlds, 
The Most Merciful in this world, and the Most 
Compassionate in the next world; 
The Master of the Day of Judgement; 
We worship only You, and beseech only You for help 
Guide us onto the Right Path 
The Path of those whom You have blessed, not of those with 

whom You are angry and those who have gone astray. 
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4. Then recite any other complete sura (chapter). It is better to recite 

sura of Tawheed (Unity):  

BISMILLAHIR RAHMANIR RAHIM QUL HUWALLAHU 

AHAD ALLAHUSSWAMAD LAM YALID WALAM 

YUULAD WALAM       YAKULLAHUU       KUFUWAN 

AHAD. 
 

The translation: 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful in this world  and  Most 

Compassionate  in the next world 
Say, He is Only One Allah 
Allah Who needs naught, but everyone needs 
from Him 
He nither Begot nor was Begotten 
And there is none equal to Him. 

 
5. Then Say "Allahu Akbar," and kneel placing the palms on the 

knees (picture 16) and say:- 

SUB-HANA      RABBIYAL     ADHIMI     WA BIHAMDIHI; 
ALLAHUMMA SWALLI ALA MUHAMMADIN WA AALI 

MUHAMMAD 
(I exalt my Lord, the Great, and Praise Him) (O Allah! Bless 

Muhammed and his Progeny) 

 
6. Then raise your head, stand up and say: SAMI-ALLAHU LIMAN-

HAMEDAH, ALLAHU AKBAR (God hears everyone who thanks 

Him) 
7. Then prostrate; Keep the forehead on clean (Tahir) earth or its 

equivalent and in the same posture keep your palms, knees and tip 

of the toes (total seven parts) on the ground (picture 17) and say: 
SUB-HAHA RABBIYAL AALA WA BIHAM-DIH; 
ALLAHUMMA    SWALLI    ALA    MUHAM- 
MADIN WA AALI MUHAMMAD" 
(I exalt My Lord, the Most High and thank Him) 

 

8. Then raise your head and sit on your legs (picture 18) and say: 
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"ALLAHU   AKBAR,   ASTAGHFIRULLAHA 
RABBI WA ATUBU ILAYH, 
ALLAHU AKBAR" 
(I beg for forgiveness from God, My Master, and 
repent to Him) 

 

9. Then prostrate again like the first time; then sit and rise again for 

the second raka'at (part); while rising you say: 
BIHAWLILLAHI         WA         QUWWATIHI AQUMU WA 

AQ-UD 
(I rise and sit with help and strength of God) 
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LESSON SEVEN 
 
THE DAWN PRAYER (ii) 
 

1. After standing up from the first raka'at, recite Sura of Al-Hamd and 

another sura in the second raka'at, as was done in the first raka'at. 

 
2. After reciting Al-Hamd and the other Sura, raise your hands with 

palms facing upwards in front of your face in supplication (picture 

19); and say: 
'RABBANA AATINA FIDDUNYA HASANATAN WA FIL 

AKHERATI HASANATAN WAQINA ADHABAN-NAR' (O  

 

Our Lord! Bestow upon us in this world what is good; and in 

the next world what is good; and shield us from the punishment 

of Hell) You can recite any other DUA apart from this as taught 

in the Qur’an or by Prophet (SAWW) and his Ahlul-Bait (A.S.). 

 
3. Then kneel in Rukuu as you did in the first raka'at, and prostrate 

twice as in the first raka'at. 

 
4. After getting up from the second prostration, sit down and recite 

the Tashahhud: 
ASH-HADU AL-LA ILAHA ILLALLAHU WAHDAHU LA 

SHARIKA LAH WA ASH-HADU ANNA MUHAMMADAN 

ABDUHU WA RASULUH ALLAHUMMA SWALLI ALA 

MUHAMMADIN WA AALI MUHAMMAD. 
The translation is: 
(I testify that there is none to be worshipped but Allah, He is 

alone, has no associate. 

And I testify that Muhammad (S.A.W.) is his slave and 

Prophet. 

O Allah, Bless Muhammad and his Progeny. 

 

5. Then recite Salaam: 
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ASSALAAMU ALAYKA AYYUHAN NABIYYU WA 

RAHMATULLAHI WA BARAKATUH 

ASSALAAMU       ALAYNA       WA       ALA 

IBADILLAHIS-SWALIHIN ASSALAAMU      ALAYKUM      

WA      RAHMATULLAHI WABARAKATUH 

 

The translation: 

(Peace upon you, O Prophet, and God's Mercy and His 

Blessings; 

Peace upon us and upon the righteous servants of Allah; 

Peace upon you and Mercy of God and His Blessings.) 

 

6. Then   say   Allahu   Akbar,   Allahu   Akbar, Allahu Akbar. 

Your prayer is over. 

 

7. After the prayer it is highly recommended to recite the Tasbih, 

as follows: 

Allahu Akbar       (thirty-four times) Alhamdu Lillah    (thirty-three 

times) Sub-hanallah         (thirty-three times) 
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LESSON EIGHT 
 

OTHER DAILY PRAYERS 

 
(a) The Mid-day Prayers (Dhuhr) 
1. The Mid-day (Dhuhr) Prayer is in the beginning like that of Dawn 

Prayer; only that you will make the intention that you are praying 

the Dhuhr Prayer "Qurbatan ila-Ilahi Taala" 
Then you will start prayer as in the Dawn prayer. 

 
2. At the end of 2nd Raka'at, upon sitting after the second prostration 

you will recite only the Tashahud; but not the Salaam; and you will 

rise for the third raka'at 

 
3. In the third raka'at, instead of Al-Hamd and the Sura, you will 

recite: 
SUBHNALLAHI WALHAMDULILLAHI 
WA LA-ILAHA ILLALLAHU 
WALLAHU    AKBAR (three times). 

 
The translation: 
"Glory to God, all praise belongs to God, and 
there is no God but Allah and God is Great." 
Then kneel in the rukuu and prostrate in the Sajdah, like before. 

 

4. Then you will stand up for the fourth raka'at and you will do as in 

the third raka'at; then perform the rukuu and the Sajdah. 

 

5. Then sitting down recite the Tashahhud and Salaam as in the 

Dawn prayer. 

 

Your Prayer is complete. 
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(b) The Afternoon Prayer (Asr); 

This is exactly like the Mid-day (Dhuhr) prayer except that the 

intention is: I am praying the Asr prayer, Qurbatan Ilallahi 

taala. 

 

(c) The Dusk Prayer (Maghrib): 

1. The Dusk prayer is in the beginning like the Dhuhr prayer, 

except for the intention which is: 

‘I pray Maghrib prayer Qurbatan Ilallahi taala’
 

 

2. When you raise your head after the second sajda in the third 

raka'at, you will sit down and recite the Tashahhud and 

Salaam and your prayer will be complete. 

 

(d) The Isha (Night) Prayer 

This is like the Dhuhr prayer except that the intention is: I am 

praying Isha Prayer Qurbatan Ilallahi Taala. 

 

Important Note 

Women must recite everything in whisper so that they alone 

can hear what they are reciting. 

 

Men will recite the first two raka'ats of the Dawn, Dusk and 

Night Prayers a bit loudly and the Mid-day and Afternoon prayers 

and the third and the fourth raka'ats of the Dusk and Night Prayers 

in whisper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presented by www.ziaraat.com



 16 

 

LESSON NINE 
 

PRAYER OF AYAT (SIGNS) 
 

We have mentioned the Daily Prayers. There are many other 

compulsory prayers; here we shall mention one of them, 'Swalatul-

Ayat' The Prayer of Signs. 

Ayat Prayer becomes compulsory at the time of an eclipse of 

the sun or the moon, an earthquake, a cyclone or such other natural 

occurences on earth or in the heavens which cause fear to general 

public. 

This prayer is performed as follows:- 

1. Make intention while standing facing the Qibla: I pray Prayer of 

Ayat, Qurbatan Ilallahi taala; 

2. Recite Al-Hamdu and another sura and kneel in Rukuu; 

3. Rise from Rukuu, recite Al-Hamdu and a sura, recite Qunuut, 

kneel in Rukuu; 

4. Rise from Rukuu; recite Al-Hamdu and a sura and kneel in 

Rukuu; 

5. Rise from Rukuu; recite Al-Hamdu and a sura and recite 

Qunuut, kneel in Rukuu; 

6. Rise from Rukuu; recite Al-Hamdu and a sura and kneel in 

Rukuu; 

7. Rise from Rukuu; perform two prostrations and stand again for 

the second Raka'at; 

8. Recite  Al-Hamdu  and  a  sura  and  recite Qunuut and kneel in 

Rukuu; 

9. Rise from Rukuu; recite Al-Hamdu and a sura; kneel in Rukuu; 

10. Rise from Rukuu, recite Al-Hamdu and a sura; recite Qunuut 

and kneel in Rukuu; 
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11. Rise from Rukuu, recite Al-Hamdu and a sura; kneel in Rukuu; 

12. Rise from Rukuu; recite Al-Hamdu and a sura, and recite 

Qunuut; and kneel in Rukuu; 

13. Then rise from the Rukuu and perform two sajdah 

(prostrations) and recite the Tashahhud and salaam. Your 

prayer of Ayat is complete. 

The Ayat Prayer will be two raka'at with five Qunuuts, ten 

rukuus and four sajdahs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presented by www.ziaraat.com



 18 

 

LESSON TEN 
 

OPTIONAL PRAYERS 

 

Dear brethren! Remember there are many optional prayers. 

The most important of them being the daily optional prayers 

connected with the five compulsory daily prayers. These optional 

prayers are called "Nawafil" (Singular = Nafilah), and they are as 

foliows:- 

 

The  'Nafilah  of Dawn prayer;  two  raka'ats, before the 

Wajib Dawn prayer; The 'Nafilah of Dhuhr prayer; eight raka'ats 

before the Dhuhr prayer; 

 

The 'Nafilah of Asr prayer; eight raka'ats before Asr prayer; 

 

The 'Nafilah of Maghrib prayer; four raka'ats, after the 

(Maghrib) prayer. 

 

The 'Nafilah of Isha prayer; two raka'ats, prayed in sitting 

posture, after the Isha prayer; Then comes the Tahajjud prayer; it is 

the mid-night optional prayer of eleven raka'ats; prayed in parts of 

two raka'ats each (the eleventh one being only one raka'at). The 

time of these prayers is between mid-night and dawn. 

 

All optional prayers are prayed in parts of two raka'ats each 

in the same way as dawn prayers, except that there is difference in 

intentions, and there is no Adhaan or Iqamah. 

 
It is permissible in optional prayers to recite Al-Hamdu and 

leave out the sura or recite a part of a sura or two or more suras after 

Al-Hamdu. 
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LESSON ELEVEN 
 

FASTING 

 

It is compulsory for any sane person who has attained puberty 

to fast except if he is travelling or is sick; or if a woman is in her 

monthly period or is bleeding after delivery of a child (upto 10 

days only) 

 

It is compulsory to fast in the month of Ramadhan. 

 

Fasting means abstaining from all those things that invalidate 

a fast from dawn to dusk (Maghrib) as defined by the Sheriat3 One 

must make the intention of fasting before dawn, thus. 

 

"I shall fast tomorrow for acquiring nearness to God" 

(Qurbatan Ilallah) 

 

It is better to utter this intention in words also. There are 10 

things that invalidate a fast if they are done intentionally. 

 

1. eating; 2. drinking; 3. sexual intercourse of any kind; 4. to 

cause discharge of semen; 5. to take liquid anema; 6. to allow 

heavy dust, smoke or steam to enter the throat; 7. to remain in the 

state of janabat until dawn; 8. to submerge the head into water; 9. 

to tell (by words, writing or sign) any wrong about Allah, Prophet 

or Imams; 10. to vomit. 
 

 

 

 

                                                 
3
 In general term Maghrib (dusk) is when the sun sets, and is hidden from one's sight. But, 

according to the Sheriat, Magharib enters when the redness seen in the East at sunset vanishes 

upto the meridian, i.e., travels overhead in the sky. 
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LESSON TWELVE 
 

PROOFS   OF   THE   SIGHTING   OF   THE MOON 

 

There are five ways of confirming that the moon has been 

sighted on the eves of Ramadhan and Shawwal:- 

 

1. To see it with one's own eyes. 

 

2. Testimony of two trustworthy male persons.  

 

3. To be sighted by sufficiently large number of people. 

 

4. Ruling by the Religious authority of Islam (Mujtahid). 

 

5. Completion of thirty days  of Shaaban  or Ramadhan. 
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LESSON THIRTEEN 
 

THREE IMPORTANT MATTERS 

 

(a) Kaffara - (Atonement) 

Whosoever has not fasted or has broken his fast during the month 

of Ramadhan is obliged to atone for it in one of the following 

ways:- 

(i) to fast for two months continuously (at least 31 days should 

be fasted continuously, then the remaining days may be 

kept at ease);  

or  (ii) to feed sixty needy persons;  

or (iii) to free a slave 

 

(b) Zakat of Fitra 

It is obligatory upon every sane person who has attained 

puberty to give "fitra" on the Eid Day (1st Shawwal). 

 

Fitra should be given by the head of the family for himself 

and for his family at the rate of 3 kilograms of food-stuff for each 

person. 

 

It is better to give wheat or dates or raisin or rice or flour. 

 

It is permissible to pay its price in lieu of the foodstuff. 

 

This aim is to be given to the needy Mumin person who 

cannot afford his living for one year. 

 
(c) The Eid Prayer 

 

During the Seclusion of our Present Imam (a.s.) it is optional 

for a person to say the Eid prayers on the day of Idul-Fitr and on 

the day of Idul-Adh-ha (Dhul-hajj). 
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LESSON FOURTEEN 
 

ARTICLES     LIABLE     TO     WEALTH-TAX (ZAKAT) 
 

Wealth Tax (Zakat) is compulsory on nine articles:- 

1. Dates 

2. Raisins/vines 

3. Wheat 

4. Barley 

5. Camels 

6. Goats and sheep 

7. Cattle (cows and buffaloes) 

8. Gold 

9. Silver 

It is also recommended for a person to pay wealth-tax on his 

business capital; and also on the profits he gains from his business. 

This wealth-tax helps increase one's wealth. 

 

It is obligatory to make intention while giving the tax and the 

intention is rendered thus: 

 

"I am giving the wealth-tax (Zakat) to attain nearness to God 

(Qurbatan Ila-llah)" 
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LESSON FIFTEEN 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH-TAX (ZAKAT) 

 

Zakat is distributed to the following:- 

1. The needy 

 

2. The poor 

 

3. The salary of those who are employed to collect Zakat 

 

4. Those non-believers whom the Prophet, Imam or their 

representative thinks advisable to help from Zakat to gain their 

sympathy for Islam and Muslims 

 

5. To buy Slaves in order to free them 

 

6. To pay the debts of those who are unable to pay 

themselves. 

 

7. To help in religious matters, like Jihad, Madresa etc. 

 

8. To help a traveller who has run out of funds even if he is a 

rich man in his own country. 
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LESSON SIXTEEN 

 

ITEMS OF KHUMS 

 

Khums means one-fifth 

Khums must be paid out from seven items. It is obligatory to 

pay out one-fifth in them. 

These seven articles are:- 

 

1. Ghanimat: War-booty that comes in one's possession after 

the lawful-war with the Infidels; 

 

2. Minerals like gold, silver, oil, iron, salt etc.; 

 

3. Buried treasure; whoever unearths any buried treasure 

(with its appropriate conditions) is obliged to pay Khums on it; 

 

4. The wealth obtained from the sea e.g. pearls; 

 

5. If lawfully (halal) acquired wealth has mixed with 

unlawful wealth (haram) and if the owner and the amount of the 

unlawful wealth are unknown, but one is sure that the amount of 

unlawful wealth does not exceed twenty percent, then one must 

pay a fifth in Khums and the rest will be lawful for him. 

 

6. Every profit from business, agriculture, industry or rent 

from property or any other source of income, after deducting the 

expenses for the year, Khums becomes due on  
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LESSON SIXTEEN 
 

ITEMS OF KHUMS 
 

Khums means one-fifth 

 

Khums must be paid out from seven items. It is obligatory to 

pay out one-fifth in them. 

 

These seven articles are.- 

 

1. Ghanimat: War-booty that comes in one's possession after the 

lawful-war with the Infidels; 

 

2. Minerals like gold, silver, oil, iron, salt etc.; 

 

3. Buried treasure; whoever unearths any buried treasure (with its 

appropriate conditions) is obliged to pay Khums on it; 

 

4. The wealth obtained from the sea e.g. pearls; 

 

5. If lawfully (halal) acquired wealth has mixed with unlawful 

wealth (haram) and if the owner and the amount of the unlawful 

wealth are unknown, but one is sure that the amount of unlawful 

wealth does not exceed twenty percent, then one must pay a 

fifth in Khums and the rest will be lawful for him. 

 

6. Every profit from business, agriculture, industry or rent from 

property or any other source of income, after deducting the ex-

penses for the year, Khums becomes due on the net profit. 

 

7. Piece of land bought by Kafir dhimmi from a Muslim. 
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LESSON SEVENTEEN 
 

DIVISION OF KHUMS 

 

Khums is divided into two parts:- 

 

1. Half is given to the erudite, Adil Mujtahid so that he can utilize 

it for the furtherance of Islam. 

 

2. The other half is given to the needy, Mumin Seyyids 

(Descendants of the Prophet). 

 

If only those two obligations of the Zakat (Wealth-Tax) and 

Khums had been discharged, there would have been no poor and 

needy person in the world nor would the cause of Islam have 

suffered; and every matter of public welfare would have been 

achieved as used to happen in those days when Muslims faithfully 

practised the tenets of Islam. 

 

And if these two are not enough for the welfare of Islam and 

the progress of Muslims, the Islamic State should seek alternative 

sources of income like farming and mining. It is unlawful for the 

Muslim rulers to dip their hands in other people's property as the 

Quran declares: 

 

"WALA TAKULU AMWALAKUM BAINA- 

KUM BIL BATILI" 

 

"Nor should you take one another's wealth unjustly and 

unlawfully” 

 

Islam has definitely shown legitimate ways of obtaining 

one’s need, whether it be an individual or a society or a state. 
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LESSON EIGHTEEN 
 

PILGRIMAGE (HAJJ) (i) 

 

One of the pillars of Islam is Hajj which is obligatory upon 

every adult and sane person, who can afford, to go to Mecca once 

in his lifetime. Hajj is performed in two parts. 

 

The first part is Umra 

 

The obligations of Umra are as follows:- 

 

1. Ihram, to doff one's usual clothes and to don two sheets of cloth 

known as Ihram at Miquaat. 

 

2. Tawaaf: to go round the Holy Kaaba seven times. 

 

3. To pray two raka'ats of Prayer of Tawaaf like the dawn prayers. 

 

4. Sa'i: to hastily walk seven times between Safa and Marwa (two 

hillocks) 

 

5. Taquseer: to clip off some hairs from the head and/or clip off 

one's nails. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LESSON NINETEEN 

Presented by www.ziaraat.com



 28 

 

HAJJ (ii) 
 

The second part is Hajj. 

The obligatory parts are as follows:- 

 

1. To don the Ihram on 8th or 9th Dhul-Hijja; 

 

2. Wuquuf (to stop) at Arafaat (a place near Mecca) on 9th Dhul-

Hijja; 

 

3. To stop at Mash'ar (also a place near Mecca) on the night 

between 9th and 10th Dhul-Hijja; 

 

4. To go to Mina on 10th to perform three activities:- 

(a) To throw pebbles on the last of the 3 "Jamra" (Jamras 

are like stone-pillars); 

(b) To sacrifice a goat, sheep, cow or camel; 

(c) To shave off one's head, or to clipp on some hairs from 

the head. Ladies do not have to shave off the head. 

 

5.   To go round the Holy Kaaba seven times for Tawaafe-Ziarat; 

 

6.   To offer two raka'ats of Prayer of Tawaaf; 

 

7.   To hastily walk seven times between Safa and Marwa; 

 

8.   To go round the Kaaba seven times for Tawaafun-Nisa; 

 

9.   To offer two raka'ats prayer for the foregoing Tawaaf; 

 

10. To spend two nights at Mina and to throw pebbles there on the 

3 Jamras on 11th and 12th Dhul-Hijja. 

 

These are the acts required in Hajje Tamattu, which is 

compulsory for the one who is not a resident of Mecca. The Hajj is 
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optional for one who cannot afford it and for one who has already 

performed it. 

 

There is a great thawab in performing Hajj. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LESSON TWENTY 
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JIHAD (HOLY WAR) 

 

The sixth branch of Religion is Jihad. Jihad means fighting in 

the cause of God. 

 

This topic requires some short explanation. Islam does not 

like to exterminate wrong-doers, it wants to remove wrong. Evil 

works are like disease. They need treatment and every doctor 

wants to cure the ailments with medicines as far as possible. But 

sometimes the ailment reaches a stage where no medicine can do 

any good; he feels that surgical operation is necessary if the life of 

the patient is to be saved. Then he decides, not happily but reluc-

tantly, to ampute one or more limbs of the patient. It may cause 

hardest pain for the time being; but it is not torture, it is mercy. 

 

Likewise, suppose that this humanity is a compact body, 

some of its parts become infected with spiritual disease and every 

medicine of sympathetic persuasion and rational pleading fails on 

them. And there is a danger that their infection is causing and 

inflicting hardships upon other parts, and the spiritual doctor, I 

mean the Prophet or Imam who is guided by Allah becomes 

confident that now the surgical operation is essential to save other 

parts of mankind from trouble. Then, and only then, he will order a 

Holy-War; and then also it will be limited to that part which is 

most necessary to remove. 

 

But even if you feel that there is a necessity of surgical 

operation for patient, you will never entrust this most dangerous 

task to some unauthorized person. It will be a very foolish and 

irresponsible action. You can never be satisfied that the operation 

is essential unless a qualified doctor tells you so. Therefore, 

according to Ithna-asheri law, a war cannot be started unless 

specifically authorized by the Prophet or Imam himself, and that 

also to the limits prescribed by that Representative of Allah. After 

all, life is a creation of God and it should not be destroyed unless it 

has been authorized to do so by Representative of God. 
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Thus, these days when our Imam is in concealment the Jihad 

is not allowed, for he is the only one who can lawfully call the 

people for a Jihad. 

 

But if the infidels attack an Islamic nation, Muslims can fight 

back for defence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSON TWENTY-ONE 
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TO ENJOIN GOOD DEEDS (Amr-bil-Maaruf) 

 

This is a very important branch of Islam. Everything that has 

been ordered by God is called "Maaruf i.e.; Good. For example, 

Prayers, Fasting, to pay the Zakat and Khums and to establish 

Fundamentals of Islam; as is everything recommended by Islam 

like to feed and welcome guests, to teach good behaviour and 

mould pleasant characters. 

 

It is obligatory to enjoin one to do good the first time; it is 

optional the second time. 

 

Enjoining good deeds is obligatory upon four conditions: 

1. The enjoiner himself knows what is good and what is bad; 

 

2. He hopes that his advice will be followed; 

 

3. The person whom he wants to advise is persisting in not doing 

that good work. 

 

4. The enjoiner knows that he won't suffer any harm by his 

enjoining good. 

 

But when the basic faith of the Muslims is in danger or a 

tenet of Islam is being undermined (for example: when a country 

tries to change a people's belief or wants to encourage drinking and 

gambling at gatherings) then it is obligatory upon everyone to 

enjoin good and advise against what is forbidden, even though by 

so doing, one may come to harm; like our holy Imams did in 

similar circumstances. 
 

 

 

 

LESSON TWENTY-TWO 
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TO DISSUADE AGAINST THE FORBIDDEN (i) 
 

(Nahy-Anil-Munkar) 

 

This also is an important branch of Islam. The Islamic people 

have been given superiority over others for sticking to those two 

things, as God has declared:- 

 

"KUNTUM KHAYRA           UMMATIN 

UKHRIJAT   LINNASI   TAAMURUNA    BIL 

MAARUFI      WA       TANHAWNA      ANIL 

MUNKAR" 

 

"You were the best people that have been brought out for 

mankind; you enjoin good and dissuade against the forbidden" 

 

"Munkar" is everything which has been forbidden by Islam, 

like drinking, gambling, taking interest, fornication, taking other 

people's wealth etc. etc. 

 

Also Munkar means what is frowned upon by Islam, like bad 

behaviour, sleeping after dawn and not to treat all your workers 

equally. 

 

It is obligatory to dissuade people against the forbidden the 

first time; and it is optional the second time. 

 

The conditions for dissuading against the forbidden are 

similar to those of enjoining good deeds (Lesson Twenty-One) 
 

 

 

 

 

LESSON TWENTY-THREE 
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DISSUADING AGAINST THE FORBIDDEN (ii)  

 

(Nahy-Anil-Munkar) 

 

There are four stages of Dissuading Against the Forbidden: 

1. Mental attitude; 

 

2. By Facial expressions of disgust at the deeds of one who does 

what is forbidden; 

 

3. By words of advice and admonishment or by irate words and 

like this; 

 

4. To use physical force to restrain him from that evil deed, 

provided that no harm comes to the one who forbids in such a 

way. 

 

It is necessary to know that these two deeds are greatly 

revered (i.e. enjoyning Good and dessuading against the 

forbidden). 

 

The Prophet (S.A.W.) has stated:- 

 

"All the good deeds of Religion, when compared with the 

Jihad in the way of God, are just like a mouthful of water 

compared with the river. And all the good deeds together with the 

Jihad, when compared with the enjoining the good and forbidding 

the evil, are just like a mouthful of water compared with the river." 

But these days very few people act on these. 

 

Imam Muhammed al-Baquir (A.S.) has said:- 

 

"During the last days of the world, people will neither enjoin 

others to do good deeds nor dissuade them against evil deeds, 

unless they know they won't come to any harm; they would 

provide themselves with the excuses (not to do these two duties). 
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Then the wrath of God will be complete upon them; and the 

Punishment from God will over-whelm them." 

 

This Hadith (tradition) reveals the state of Muslims these 

days; for many of them have given up enjoining good and 

dissuading against the forbidden. It is for this reason that they are 

being attacked by the infidels. These infidels have taken away their 

property, have occupied their territories, have interfered with their 

Religion. The Muslims have been subjected to humiliation after 

enjoying an era of prosperity and success. 
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LESSON TWENTY-FOUR 
 

TO LOVE THE PROPHET AND HIS PROGENY (TA 

WALLA); AND TO DISSOCIATE FROM THEIR ENEMIES 

(TABARRA) 

 

"Tawalla" means to love God and His Prophets, Messengers, 

and the Imams. 

 

"Tabarra" means to dissociate oneself from the enemies of 

God, and enemies of the Prophet and the Imams. 

 

Since loving a person means following his footsteps and 

hating one means refraining from doing what one does, the love of 

God and His Representatives means obedience to Him and His 

Representatives in matters of Religion and blessings of the 

hereafter. 

 

Hatred of enemies of God and His Representatives 

necessitates dissociation and refraining from their deeds and 

words. 
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ISLAMIC CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

BOOK THREE 
 

Student's Name ............... ............................... 

 

Student's Number IRC/… ............... ................ 

 

Date of writing Answers............... .................. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

QUESTION  1: 

 

At what place in the prayers are the following uttered? 

(a) Subhana Rabbiyal Adhim Wabihamdihi     
(b) Subhana Rabbiyal Aala Wabihamdihi 

(c) Astaghfirullaha Rabbi wa Atubu Ilayhi 

(d) Qad Qamatis Swalah 

(e) Bihawlillahi wa Quwwatihi Aqumu   wa   Aq-ud 

(f) Subhanallahi Walhamdulillahi wa lailaha Illallahu Wallahu 

Akbar 

(g) Assalamu     Alaykum     wa    Rahmatulahi     wa 

Barakatuh 

 

QUESTION 2: 

 

Fill in the blanks 

(a) The morning prayer is of .......... rakaats, and its time is from 

................... until  .................................. 

(b)   The Tahajjud prayer is ............... rakaats; and its time is 

from ..,,...... until   ........................................... 

(c)    The prayer of .......... is of three rakaats; and its time is 

after .......... until .....................................  
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(d) The prayer of dhohr is .......... rakaats; and its time is after  

..................................... 

(e) The prayer of Ayat is .......... rakaats and there are ..........   

Rukuus,   and   ..........   sajdas,   and   .......... Qunuts. 

 

QUESTION 3: 
(a) Describe how to perform wudhu 

(b)  Write down Tashahhud with its translation 

 

QUESTION 4: 
(a)  What does Swaum (fasting) mean? 

(b)  Name the things that break one's fast? 

(c) 'The time of fasting is from dawn until sunset according 

to Shariat". Explain what “sunset according to shariat” 

means. 

(d) What is the kaffara (penalty) for purposely breaking one's 

fast during the month of Ramadhan? 

 

QUESTION 5: 
(a) On how many items is zakaat wajib (obligatory)? 

(b) To whom is Zakaat given? 

(c) How will you divide Khums? 

 

QUESTION 6: 
(a)    Upon whom is Hajj (Pilgrimage to Mecca) wajib? 

(b)    How many parts are there in the Hajj? 

(c)    Briefly explain the wajibs (obligatory rites) of Umra? 

(d)  Briefly explain the wajibs (obligatory rites) of Hajj? 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 7: 
(a) Why has Islam allowed Jihad (Religious or holy war)? 

(b) Who has the authority to order Jihad? Why are Muslims 

themselves not allowed to call people for Jihad? 
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(c) Can an Ithnaasheri declare Jihad in these days of 

Concealment of the Twelfth Imam? 

(d)  Must Muslims surrender to their enemies if their country 

is invaded? 

 

QUESTION 8: 
(a) Quote the ayat (verse of the Qur'an) that shows the 

importance of Amr-bil-Maaruf (Enjoining Good Deeds) 

and Nahyi Anil Munkar (Advising Against Evil Deeds) 

(b)  Write down the hadith (tradition/Statement) of the Holy 

Prophet (s.a.wj showing the importance of Amr Bil 

Maaruf and Nahyi Anil Munkar 

(c)  Explain the conditions that oblige a man to carry out Amr 

bil Maaruf and Nahyi Anil Munkar. 

(d)  How many stages of Nahyi Anil Munkar there are? 

Explain in detail 

 

QUESTION 9: 
(a)  Why has it become obligatory to love the Prophet and his 

Ahli Bait (Progeny) and to dissociate with their enemies? 

(b)  On what items is Khums wajib? 
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